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REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW YEAR. 


Through the kindnéss of a merciful 
Providence we have been brought to 
the commencement of another year. 
It becomes us, at such a period, to re- 
turn our humble and cordial thanks to 
God for the rich blessings he has be- 
stowed upon us during the year that is 
past, and to look to him through the 
blood of atonement for the pardon of 
our manifold sins. {t becomes us al- 
so to remember, that we have one year 
less to live in the world, one year less 
to serve God and our generation, and 
one year less to prepare for the sol- 
emn account of the great day and the 
retributions of a never ending dura- 
tion. 

Did we duly consider how short 
the time is, should we not be disposed, 
at the return.of a period like this, most 
seriously to examine ourselves, to look 
into the state of our souls, to inquire 
how we have spent the portion of time 
that is past, and what we can do, in 
the small portion that remains, more 
effectually to answer the great end of 
our being, to glorify God and do good 
to our fellow men? Would not this 
anniversary, so employed, have a sal- 
utary effect upon us, by tending to 
moderate our desires for worldly things, 
and to stimulate us to the more diligent 
and persevering discharge of every 
christian duty? ‘The past year has 
seen many fall around us, and go to 
their long home. Whether prepared 
or unprepared, they have gone to the 
world of spirits, and their accounts are 
sealed up for the judgment of the great 
day. The coming year willsee others 
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goin like manner; and who can say 
that he shall not be of the number? 
Who can tell what a day may bring 
forth? 

What, then, are we? We are ra- 
tional and accountable creatures, ca- 
pable of an immortal existence. We 
are sinful creatures, deserving of the 
wrath of God forever. We need par- 
don by the blood, and sanctification 
by the Spirit of Christ. We need to 
be born again, or we cannot see the 
kingdom of God. Have we experien- 
ced that change? Have we cordially 
complied with the terms of the gospel, 
and become transfermed inte the im- 
age of Christ? Have we unreserved- 
ly submitted ourselves to God, and 
cheerfully forsaken all that we have 
for Christ’s sake; and are we daily de- 
nying ourselves, taking up our cross, 
and following him, by exereising the 
same temper and walking in the same 
steps? Or, are we trusting in a mere 
name to live, while we are still dead 
in trespasses andsins? Or are we liv- 
ing without hope and without God in 
the world, in the gall of bitterness and 
bond of iniquity? 

What have we done? Have we 
made the glory of Ged our chief end; 
or have we lived to ourselves, and 
sought our own interest and our own 
gratification as our supreme object? 
Have we acted as faithful stewards of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and employed 
our time and our talents and all our 
means in the advancement of higttauses 
or have we been unfaithful stewards, 
and wasted our master’s goods by con- 
suming them upen our lusts? Have 
we been careful to improve ev- 
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ery opportunity to do good, anc to || our earthly existence, with all its priv- 
seek out or create opportunities where || ilezes and opportunities, and bring us 
none appeared, as diligent and faith. || before our omniscient Judge? Who, 
ful servants; or have we been slothful || that is conscious of being unprepared 
servants, too indolent to improve the || for that solemn change, would not 
opportunities presented, and too fond |) commence his preparation immediate- 
of our own ease to seek for them or en- || lyr Who, that hopes he is a child of 
desvor to make them? Have we |} God. would not carefully examine the 
watched the signs of the times, aid |} ground of his hope, and see that it is 
done what we could to stem the torrent jj not built upon the sandr And who, 
of iniquity which is pouring in upon || that loves the cause of God and the 
our land; or have we aided the cause || souls ef men, would not be more awake 
of the enemy; by crying peace and |/ and engaged in the discharge of every 
salety, and closing our eyes tothe dan- || christian duty? Let us, then. listen to 
gers which impend? Have we labor-|| the divine admonition, “Whatsoever 
ed to promote the best good of man- || thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
kind, by appearing openly and decti- || might; for there is no work, nor device, 
dedly the advocates of truths or have || nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the 
we assisted the progress of error by || grave whither thou goest ” 

our silence and indifference, and sought ECCLESIASTES. 

to secure our own popularity by affec- 
ting to stand neuter in the contest? 
Have we sought to promote the stabil- 
ity and prosperity of the churches, by | THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
giving our aid to the faithful adminis- || TEENTH CENTURY.—BY BUNYANUS. 
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tration of gospel discipline; or have] » 
CHA 
we contributed to destroy it, by a timid — oe 
and time serving policy? Have we | In this manner the pilgrims went 


labored to promote the salvation of | on, till they had got out of the Valley of 
souls, by humble and earnest prayer, | the Shadow of Death, and came to 
and by the faithful use of all the means | that part of the road where Christian 
of divine appointment; or have awe || bad seen the blood and bones of pil- 
coldly looked on and seen them going || gtims, who were formerly slair by 
to perdition without an effort to help || tte giants Pope and Pagan, who 
them? Have we complied with the || ‘welt in a cave hard by. And as 
injunction of our Lord, and so let our | they approached the mouth of the 
lichi shine before men that they have || (ave. @ genteel looking man came out 
seen eur good works, and been con- || to meet them, whose name was Free- 
strained to glorify Ged, through a deep P| thinking; and bowing to them, ac- 
conviction of the reality and vaniionne | costed them as follows: 

of our religions or have we so livedas|} Fr-th. Your servant, gentlemen. 
to be an occasion of stumbling to oth- It perceive by your habit. that you are 
ers, by forcing upon them the conclu- | pilgrims. | am a friend to you, being 
sion that our profession is but a name, | equally a friend to all men. This 





and that we do not eurselves believe || cave was formerly occupied by the 
the soiemn truths we profess? common enemies of the human race, 

What are we resolving to do? Are by whom ‘many were put to d rath, 
we resolving to live as we have done; |]-and many more held in the cruel bon- 
or aréwe ri ply convinced of the sin dage of tyranny and superstition. I 
and folly of which we have been guilty, |! have prevailed against these enemies 
and in humble dependence on the || of mankind, and have put an end to 
grace of God resolving to do betier? | their cruelties, Pope is not, indeed, 








Wit course should we take, if we | entirely dead: but T have bound him 
new that the present year would close jj in chains, and keep him close prisoner 
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in his own cave. Please to walk in, || of mankind. You have not only en- 
and gratify your eyes with the sight || deavored tu destroy the tyranny of 
of your old enemy, and learn how || priestcratt and superstition; but, un- 
much you are indebted to me for de- || der that pretence, you have endeav- 
livering you from his power. ored to destroy all religion, and rob 

Thoughtful. We acknowledge our. || mankind of their best support in ad- 
selves greatly indebted to the good || versity, and their only hope in death. 
providence of our Lord and King, || You are as really enemies to the 
for delivering us from the fear of per- || prince Immanuel, and his kingcom, 
secution unto death, for walking in his || as to the giant Pope, and his author- 
ways. Whatever instruments he = ity; and would destroy both together, 
been pleased to make use of, to = if you could. And as to your boast- 
complish that object, our obligations | ed achievments in destroying the 
to him are the same. And whenever | power of the latter, and binding him 
he disposes any of our fellow-crea- || in chains, for which you claim our ac- 
tures to show kindness to us, we are knowledgments, they do not amount 
willing to acknowledge our obligations || to much. Wickliffe, and Luther, aud 
to them also. Will you please to tell || Calvin, and Knox, and their asso- 
us your name, that we may know | ciates, had already done much more 
who it is that claims our gratitude at || towards it, before you began your 
this time? |efons, than you have done since. 

Fr.-th. My name is Free-thinking. || When the pilgrim Christian passed 
I have long been engaged in endeav- this way, the giant Pope was sv in- 
oring to deliver mankind from ol firm, as to be unable to do him any 
bondage of superstition, in all its |) injury. And your only merit is that 
forms. I have coinpletely overcome |j of seizing upon a poor decrepi: old 
this old enemy of religious freedom, || man, and loading him with chains, 
and would gladly do you a further || when he had already lost his power of 
kindness; for. I perceive you have || resistance. If divine providence has 
still some superstitious notions. But, || made any use of you and your friends, 
come in with me to my residence, to promote the cause of genuine re- 
that I may show you what I have || ligious liberty, you have not meant so, 
done, and am still doing for the bene- 
fit of mankind; and may introduce 
you to some of my chosen friends. 
I have a goodly company of them 
how with me, who are all equally de- 
sirous with myself, of promoting re- 
ligious freedom. Here is Voltaire, | 
and Volney, and Hume, and Gibbon, | 
and Paine, and Godwii, all champi- | 
ons in the cause; with many warned 
who have distinguished themselves 
by their endeavors to deliver men 
from the tyranny of priesteraft and 
superstition, and secure to them the 
right of private judgment in matters 
of religion. We have strong claims 
upon the gratitude of mankind; and 
Wwe expect our claims to be acknow- 
ledged. 

Ta. T have heard of you and your | 
friends, and am not disposed to admit 
your high claims upon the gratitude 


neither have your hearts thought so. 
So that, if our Lord and King de- 
serves our praise for his yood design 
in this, you and your associates de- 
serve the abhorrence of mankind, for 
your bad designs in it. 

Fr.-th. You talk like one under 
the influence of fanaticism. Do you 
really suppose there is any divine 
providence, which regulates human 
affairs? 

Th. do most firmly believe in a 
universal and particular providence, 
which directs all events in the wisest 
and best possible manner. I believe 
that our Lord and King “worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own 
will,”’ so that “not a sparrow falleth to 
the ground without him,” nor even a 
hair of our heads. 

Fr.-th Why should that great Be- 
ing, who made the werld, (if there is 
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any such,) concern himself with the 
Jittle, petty affairs of men, who, in 
comparison with him, are as nothing, 
and less than nothing, and vanity? 

Th. Because he “hath made all 
things for himself; and must have 
done it with some design: for no intel- 
ligent being acts without design. And 
that design he will undoubtedly ac- 
complish. 

Fr.-th. What possible design could | 
he have in making this grain of sand, 
or what possible purpose can ever be 
answered by it? 

Th. I know not what particular 
purpose he intended to answer by this 
grain of sand; but the creation of 
this small thing required an exertion 
of almighty power, as really as the 
creation of the world. And it would 








er. He will, therefore, certainly ac- 
complish the design he had in making 
that grain of sand. And he will 
keep his eye upon it, and cause it to 
be, in every instant of time, just 
where he always intended it should 
be; and he will do all that with it 
which he always intended to do. 
And so, of every thing he has cre- 
ated, whether great or small. 

Fr.-th. May not all things take 
| place according to the original de- 
sign ef the Creator, by the mere 
ferce of the laws of nature, without 
any particular providence? You 
know a clock will go, after it passes 
out of the bands of its maker, and 
even after its maker is dead. Why 
not so with this world? 

Th. That is, why may not the 


be absurd to suppose almighty power || Creater of this world be dead, and 
was exerted, by a Being of infinite | yet ail things go on according to his 


wisdom, without any design. And it | 
would be an impeachment of his wis- 
dom to suppose that design was not a 
gvood design, and worthy the exer- 
tion of almighty power to accomplish. 
I conclude, then, that when the Cre- | 
ator made that grain of sand, he in- 
tended to dispose of it in some way 
for his own glory. And that wise in- 





original intention, by the mere force 
of “the laws of nature? I might 
think so, indeed, if I thought the laws 
of nature could be any thing beside 
the established mode of the divine 
operation. ‘To suppose they are any 
thing else, would be, indeed, to give 
up the doctrine of providence, ‘and 


| with it, a good part of the evidence 


tention will be accomplished, or it will || that the Creator is now in existence; 


fail. Do you say it will fail? If it 


should fail, it must be because the | 


Creator forgets it, or alters his mind, 
or has not power ‘sufficient to accom- | 
plish it. But he will never forget | 
any of his infinitely wise and benevo- 
lent purposes: he is not a being that | 
forgets. Do you say he will alter his | 
mind? If he should alter his mind, | 


he must do it for some reason, or for | | 
He will not do it without | 


no reason 
any reason; for he is not capricious. 
What reason can he have? 





which Iam not inclined to do. 

Fr.-th. Why not give it up, then, 
if you have no proof of its existence? 

Th. i have proof, which satisfies 
my mind, both of the present exist- 
ence of the Creator, and of his uni- 
versal and particular providence. 
Every event I see take place, is evi- 
dence to me of both. 

F'r.-th. What evidence does it fur- 
nishe I see none. I refer every 


|| thing to Nature. 
Not any | 
new information which he had net | 


Th. Then you ascribe to Nature, 
the attributes and works of God. 


when he formed the purpose; for he || But Nature is not the name of any 


has always been infinite in know- | 


being; much less, of that great, 


ledge: he never acquires any new in- |) and wise, and puwerful, and good 


formation. 


plishing any of his infinitely wise | 
purposes? 


It is certain, ‘therefore, | 

° ° ° I 
that he will never alter his mind. | 
Does he want the power of accom- | 





| your question. 
No; he is infinite in pow- |! 


Being, who is the Creator, and Pre- 
server, and Governor of the universe. 
His name is God, But I will answer 
Nothing begins to 
exist without a cause, which preduces 
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choice of any creature. 


cause. Whatisthe cause? Does the 
creature cause his own act of choice? 
How does he cause it? If he causes 
it, he causes it voluntarily or involun- 
tarily. Does he cause it involunta- 
rily?, No: intelligent creatures never 
cause any thing involuntarily. In- 
their acts. If that creature causes 
his own act of choice, he causes it 
voluntarily; that is, by choosing its 
existence. But if he causes it by 
choosing its existence, that makes two 
acts of choice, by one of which he 
causes the other. What, then, caused 
the first? Did he cause that, by an- 
other before the first? To suppose 
that-a creature causes his own acts of 
choice, drives us into the absurdity 
of supposing him to perform one act 
before his first act. And if we sup- 
pose any other creature to cause them, 
we shall be driven into the same ab- 
surdity. But they are caused by 
some being; and there are no beings 
but creatures and their Creator. It is 
the Creator, then, who causes all the 
actions of all intelligent creatures. 
And in the same manner it may be 
proved that he causes all events in 
the natural world; which proves his 
universal providence; and, of course, 
his present existence also. 

F'r.-th. Why may we not say, a 
man causes his own act of choice, 
without supposing him to do any 
thing to cause it? 

Tn. That which does nothing to 
produce an effect, does not produce 
that effect. It would be a perversion 
of language, to call that a cause of 
an effect, which dees nothing to pro- 
duce it. But, come, brother, we are 
losing time to talk with this man. 
He is an enemy to our Lord, and 
would beguile us of all that consola- 
tion which we derive from the con- | 
sideration of living under his infinitely 
wise government. Let us be going. | 

So they left the man, | 
their way, 
follows: 


and went on 


conversing together as 


it, Suppose a particular act of : 


It begins to 
exist, and must be produced by some 


voluntary motions are not properly 


ce TTT 


Ardent. Why did you not prove 
the doctrine of providence to this 
man, by citing passages from the 
King’s book? ‘That kind of proof 
would be more satisfactory to me. 
I do not so well understand metaphys- 
ics; and you know there is a great 
prejudice against all metaphysical 
reasoning in matters of religion. 

Th. This man would only make a 
mock of proof from the King’s book; 
for he denies the authority of that 
book, and seems even to question the 
existence of the King himself. He 
professes to follow reason; and, there- 
fore, the best way to silence him, is 
to show that reason is as much 
against him as the King’s book itself. 
When men bring metaphysical objec- 
tions against the truths contained in 
that book, and do not feel the force 
of those proofs which that book fur- 
nishes, it becomes necessary to aban- 
don the contest, aud suffer them to 
triumphs; or else, to meet them on 
their own ground, and vanquish them 
with their own weapons. The most 
plausible objections which the enemies 
of truth bring forward against the 
doctrines contained in the King’s 
book, are of a metaphysical nature; 
and if we decline meeting these ob- 


jections with a metaphysical answer, 


they will be likely to think them un- 
answerable. But when we show 
them that their objections can be an- 
swered in their own way, as well as 
by the King’s book, and that those 
truths can be demonstrated by reason, 
as well as supported by divine author 
ity; they have usually no resort left, 
but to turn about, and raise an out- 
cry against metaphysics. 't was the 
remark of one who understood some- 
thing of human nature, that “no man 
is greatly against metaphysics, till he 
finds that metaphysics are against 
him.” And, indeed, what are we 
made rational creatures for, 'f we are 
never to use our reason? 
error respecting the use of reason, con- 
sists in Setting up the authority of reason 
above that of the King’s book, and 
making our metaphysics give e laws to 
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revelation; as all those do, who reject 
the plain, obvious dictates of the 
King’s book, because they cannot re- 
concile them to their own views of 
what is proper. We are to use our | 
reason in ascertaining what is the 
plain, obvious import of the language 
contained in that book, and in dis- 
covering how that is confirmed by the 
essential perfections of the Creator, 
as discovered by his works; and not | 
in attempting to dictate what that | 
book ought, and what it ought not to | 
teach, as many do. And having as- | 
certained what it does teach, we are | 
to submit implicitly to its authority, | 
whether we can remove all difficulties 
by our reason er not. | 
By this time they had arrived at the | 
ascent cast up in the way, where | 
Christian saw Faithful before him; 
and from this they discovered their | 


old tellow travellers, Feel-well, Love- 
self, and No law, but a little before 
them, with whom they soon came up. 
And having inquired after each oth- 


each party had got along through the | 
Valley of the Shadow of Death; and 

when Thoughtful and Ardent had | 
told how they had fared, the others | 
replied as follows: 

Feel-well. We got through the val- 
ley without any trouble at all. And 
I cannot but wonder that others 
should think it such a frightful piace. 

Love-self. 1 was all the way look 
ing out for the terrible things which 
others have described; but this was | 
all the trouble | had, for | saw none 
of them. 

No-law. T had no such trouble; for 
my faith never fails me in any cir- 
cuimstances. 

F w. Aye; there is nothing like 
strong faith to overcome every imped- 
iment. 

Th. But it appears that you had none 
to overcome; and so had no opportu- 
nity to try your faith. 

Ard. Our Lord and King some- 
times vestrains the fiends of the pit, | 





this valley is very different to different, 
persons. 

L. s. Yes; and Itake it to be an in- 
dication of his peculiar affection for 
us, that he restrained them while we 
were passing through. 

F. w. I take it as an evidence that 
we have more religion than others. 
The fiends of the pit knew they could 
make no impression upon us, and so 
kept their distance. 

Th. I should think it unsafe to draw 
any such conclusion. For it the 
fiends of the pit knew any to be self 
deceived, they would like to help 
keep up the deception; and so, would 
give them no trouble. 

Ard. Where did you ledge last 
night? 

I’. w. At the house of Mr. Any- 
thing. Heis avery agreeable man, 
and a great lover of pilgrims. His 
conversation was very edifying to me, 
and all his words went to my heart. 

L.s. It was very edifying to me 
too. He agreed with me in every 
thing. 

N. 1. He agreed with me too, when 
I talked with him alone. 

Ard. We saw him a few minutes 
this morning; and he professed to 
agree with us. 4 conclude that is his 
practice. He tries to please all, by 
appearing to fall in with their opin- 
ions. 

Th. Yes; he agreed with each of 
you, separately, and talked in favor 
of the opinions of him he was talking 
with. And, so he always does. He 
is constant in nothing but in his su- 
preme attachment to himself. 

F. w. You are too uncharitable, 
brother. I have seen it in you, every 
time we have met. You seem to 
think every body is wrony, but such 
as agree with you in every thing. 
You condemn selfishness in others; 


‘but what can be more selfish, than 


tu wish to bring every one to your 


‘standard? 


Th. Ifmy attachment to my prin- 
ciples is merely because they are mine, 


and sometimes lets them loose, as he || I confess itis selfish and wrong. And 
sees best: so that the passage through |! ifmy wish to have others think as I do, 
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But, is it not possible that real charity 
for others may make me wish thew to 
embrace my principles? 

F. w. Yam willing to think char- 
itably of you; and so | am willing to 


F. w. No; I think my own is the 
best and safest. 

Lh. ‘Then you are inconsistent 
with yourself. If you love your neigh- 
bor, you must wish to see him taking 
the best way to secure his eternal 
interests, And just as much as you 
think one way is safer than another, 
and really wish him well, you must 
wish to see himtaking that way. And 
if you think your way is the best and 
safest, and wish your neighbor well, 
you must wish him to take your way. 
[ shall wish to have him undeceived, I think disinterested religion is the only 
and set right. I do believe that all religion that will bear the trial of the 
selfish religion is false religion; and if || great day; and therefore, charity, or 
aman trustsin it, and has no better, || love to my neighbor, makes me wish 
I believe he is in a fundamental and || him to renounce every other and em- 
fatal error. Now, if I see one trusting | brace that. 

| 


is merely to strengthen my party, it that all religions are equally right, and 
ought to be condemned and abhorred. equally safe? 


admit that your motives may be good. 
But really, it does not appear much 
like charity, to be so forward to con- 
demn others. 

Th. Charity is good will. If | 
wish well to another, and see him in a 
mistake about himself, of great impor- 
tance, and one that endangers his soul, 


in such an error, and venturing his F. w. J have none of that disin- 
soul upon it, as I fear many do, ! think || terested religion, and J wish fer none 
charity, that is, good will, would re- || of it. My religion makes me happy; 
quire me to try to undeceive him, and || and by that ! know itis right. 
bring him to renounce his error and Th. How do vou know your reli- 
embrace the truth, that he may be sa- | gion is right, from its making you hap- 
ved. On the contrary, it would show |; py? 
2 want of charity in me towards my} F. w. The Black Tyrant cannot 
neighbor, if I should let him go on in |] give me any happiness, for he has none 
a fatal error; and, instead of trying to || himself. Men cannot give me any, 
undeceive him, should encourage him || for they havenone tospare. The Ce- 
in it, by treating him as if I supposed || lestial King only can give it to mes and 
he was safe enough already. he has done it; and I know I am right, 
F. w. You have a strange notion || because | feel happy. Glory to the 
of charity. 1 always thought it to be King! 
a good opinion of others; or a disposi- Th. If your own safety is your 
tion to think well of them. and to treat || great object, and your happiness. all 
them as christians, if they professed to || arises from a belief that you are safe, 
be so. Where did you get your strange || I see not why the great deceiver or his 
notion of it? earthly children could not make you 
Th. From the King’s book. The happy, by telling you that you are safe, 
word which is translated charity is | provided | you believethem even though 
the same that is translated ove; ard || it should be a lie that you believe; as I 
that makes me think they are both | fear it Is. 
oneg | F. w. How is it, that I can think 
F. w. Oh yes; they are both one. | favorably of you, and embrace you as 
Love is the substance of all religion. | | a brother pilyrim, while you cannot 
And it is my love to my neighbor that | think so favorably of mer 
promts me to think well of him, and | Th. Ifyou are right, ! am safe; be- 
to be willing he should have his own || cause | have some of your kind of re- 
way in religious matters, as well as | | ligion as wellas you. i have seme sel- 
mine. | fish affections on religious subjeess, and 
Th. Indeed! Do you think, then, | some animal feelings, as well as you; 
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and fT have some happy feelings too. 
But if my principles are right, you are 
not safe. For if disinterested religion 
is necessary, and you have none of it, 
you are lost. It is consistent, there- 
fore, for you to think favorably of me; 
while itis not consistent for meto think 
favorably of you, if your religion is 
what you say itis. You approve of 
that in me, which I condemn, both in 
myself and you. And that which I 
approve, and which I believe will 
alone stand the test of the great day, 
you entirely disavow and condemn. 
Your selfishness leads you to have 
some fellowship for me, but charity it- 
self forbids that I should have any fel- 
lowship for you, or for any kind of 
selfish religion wherever it may be 
found. 


ets fm 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS. 


Tam gratified to find, that so many 
of the communications in the Repos- 
itory have a direct reference to the 
highly important principles, which 
constitute the basis ef religious truth 
and dectrine. All truth, and all be- 
lief of truth, must either depend upon 
some foundation, or be themselves a 
foundation, upon which others rest. 
‘That there is a distinction between 
fundamental truths and others, none, 
at all acquainted with the subject, 
will deny. But while the fact is ad- 
mitted, an examination of it, in all its 
bearings and relations, is too much 
neglected: The man, whose fearful 
apprehensions are excited for the safe- 


ty of his dwelling, amidst a raging | 
storm, does not look so much to the | 





| the superstructure and adorn the 

building. Religious teachers ought 
surely to know whereon they stand. 
1 would not have these remarks inter- 
preted as indicative of sourness, but 
as expressive of an earnest solicitude, 
that none may rest upon a “baseless 
fabric;” and that the connexion be- 
tween al] the various ramifications of 
eur sentiments, and the main trunk 
from which they spring, may be un- 
derstood thoroughly, and apprehended 
clearly. Were this now the case, 
would not there be less diversity in 
respect to important sentiments 
among the sincere, humble, and ear- 
nest seekers of truth? This subject 
merits attention from those “set for 
the defence of the gospel.” It is 
hoped it will be further noticed and 
urged, by some abler pen, in the fu- 
ture numbers of this work. 


PHILO. 
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From the Recorder & Telegraph. 


Messrs. Epirors.—A number of 
Ministers and Christians, in different 
parts of the country, have for some 
time past devoted a portion of the 
time between the hours of 8 and 9 @’ 
clock on Saturday evening, to special 
prayer for the influences of the Holy 





| Spirit upon the churches and congre- 


gations in ourland. The practice, it 
is believed, has beeneminently useful; 
and it is earnestly desired that it may 
become universal. If you can do any 





| thing by means of your very useful 


aper to promote it, you will accom- 
plish an important object for the com- 
munity. 
Different individuals in the same 
family or neighborhood, can for the 





appendages and decorations of his || above purpose assemble together, at 


house, as to its foundations, its base; 
for, according as it is founded upon 
a rock or the sand, will be its fate. 
Concerning religious truth, it is feared, 
the inclination, and, of course, the 
practice, is too prevalent, even among 
many wise and good men, to depend 
upon others to establish the founda- 
tion, while they will endeaver to raise 
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‘that time or some other, as is most 
convenient and agreeable to them- 
And if they should all unite 
to him who heareth prayer, have we 
net reason to believe that he would 
soon answer them in rich and abun- 
dant blessings on themselves and oth- 
ers? 
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passes that does not make some in- | 


¥or the Utica Christian Repository. 
A FUNERAL SERMON. 


ticcn. 12. 5. Man goeth to his long 
home,and the mourners go about 
the streets. 
Of the shortness and uncertainty 
of human life we have many affect- 


ing proofs, both from the word of | 


God, and our own observation. The | 
inspired writers say, “Our days on 
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the earth are as a shadow, and there | 


is none abiding. Man that is born | 
of a woman is of few days and full | 
of trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down: he fleeth 
also as a shadow, and continueth 
not. For what is your life? it is 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little tine, and then vanisheth away. 
For I know that thou wilt bring me 
to death, and to the house appoin- 
ted for all living. Thou turnest man 


to destruction; and sayest, return, ye | 


children of men. Then shall the 
dust return to the earth as it was; 
and the spirit shall return unto God 
who gave it. For all our days are 
passed away in thy wrath; we spend 
our years as a tale that 
And with these expressions of the 
scripture saints, the experience and 
observation of mankind accord. If 
we look around us for the compan- 


ions of our childhood, most of them | 


are gone; and if we look back up- 
on our past years, they have van- 
ished like adream. Seldom a month | 


roads upon the circle of our imme- | 
diate acquaintance, and furnish us| 
with some additional warning to be 
also ready. “Man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners vo abuut the 
streets.” The death of one of our 
race seems to be universally regarded | 
by those whe survive as a solemn, 
event, and one that is well adapted to | 
lead their minds to serious thought. | 
And if it is a solemn event to those | 
who survive, how much more solemn 
and ioteresting must it be to those who 
take their departure? It is, indeed, | 
avery solemn thing to die. And as | 


ig ; 
this is an event which must, sooner or | 
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later, happen to us all, let us improve 
a few moments, at the present time, in 
considering why it isa solemn thing to 
die. 

And 1. Itisasolemnthing to die, 
because it puts an end to all the ten- 
der ties of kindred and affection which 
subsist here. God has made man a 
social being, capable ef very strong at- 
tachments; and has constituted many 
endearing relations, which bind us to 
each other in the closest bonds. ‘The 
names of father and mother, of brothe: 
and sister, of son and daughter, of hus- 
band and wile, of neighbor and friend, 
are each connected with a thousand 
tender associations, which no language 
can express. These ties of nature 
and affection have been wisely consti- 
tuted, by the great Author of our be- 
ing, for the most benevolent purposes. 
Without them man would be a poor 
helpless outcast, in this world,a wretch» 
ed wanderer, unpitied and fozlorn. 
These ties of nature and affection bind 
us together, give rise to all our social 
enjoyments, and greatly alleviate the 
cares and sufferings of life. They 
make our friends, as it were, a part of 
ourselves; and» so necessary to our 
comfort, that we know not how to be 
separated from them for a single day. 
Dut, these ties must be dissolved: these 
fr iends must part: these tender relations 
must be broken up: death must enter 
our houses, and take away the wife, 
and the mother, and the sister, and the 


daughter, and the neighbor, and the 


friend; and in some instances, all at 
one blow! Who can think of it, and 
not feel that it is a very solemn thing 
to die? 

2. {tis a solemn thing to die, be- 
cause it puts an end to all our worldly 
schemes. When we enter upon the 
theatre of life, we usually de it with 
high expectations for ourselves. The 
world spreads before us its charms, in 
a lengthened and alluring prospect. 


© . 
Of such enjoyments of life, as are suit- 


ed to our various tastes, we promise 


ourselves a copious share. To secure 
these, we form our various plans, and 
enter upon the execution of them with 
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all our might. ‘The disappointments 
we meet with, stimulate us to fresh 
vigor; and the failure of one scheme 
leads to the formation of another. Or 
if we meet with success, and attain the 
point at which we originally aimed, 
and at which we thought we should be 
satisfied, this only enlarges our desires, 
and makes us grasp at more. If we 
Jook around upon the world of man- 
kind, how busy do they all appear! 
and to how little purpose! How eager 
are some to acquire wealth? How 
anxious are others to obtain distine- 
tion? How ardently do others seek 
for pleasure? And how various and 
how multiplied are the schemes they 
form for the attainment of their wish- 
es? And how solemn is the thought, 
that death will come, in the midst of 
their bustle, and call them away, while 
their schemes are unaccomplished? 

3. Itisa solemn thing to die, be- 
cause it puts an end to all our oppor- 
tunities of doing good in the world. 
We were not made for ourselves, and 
we should not live to ourselves. We 
are bound to live to the Lord, and to 
do good in the world; and we have 
many opportunities for it. Most, 
however, seem to think they must pro- 
vide for themselves first; and quiet 
their conscience with a promise, that 
when they shall have reached a cer- 
tain point, in providing for themselves 
and in living to themselves, they will 
then be more in earnest in living to 
ine Lord, and doing good to their fel- 
low men.» Few, probably, who ac- 


knowledge their obligations to live to | 


the Lord and to do good in the world, 


are satisfied with what they have yet | 
done, and are willing to leave the | 


world without having done more. 
And they do not expect or intend to 
leave the world without having done 
more. They intend to get ready to do 
more, and actually to do more, before 
they die. They intend to live more to 
the honor of God, than they have done; 
they intend todo more for the spread 
of the gospel, than they have done; 
they intend to pray more for the sal- 
vation of souls, than they have done; 
‘hey intend to set a better example be- 
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fore the rising generation, than they 
have done; they intend to make their 
influence felt on the side of truth and 
righteousness, to a much greater ex- 
tent than ithas been. But, while they 
are getting ready, death comes, and 
puts an end to all their opportunities 
for ever. 

4, It isa solemn thing to die, be- 
cause it puts an end to our period of 
probation. This life is our only state 
of probation. As our character is for- 
med here, it will continue to be, in the 
eternal world, subject to no change 
but an endless progression in holiness 
and happiness, or in sin and misery. 
We have all sinned against God: all 
sin deserves the divitie disapprobation: 
the law of God denounces upon us the 
tokens of that displeasure for ever: 
but the execution of the sentence is 
suspended: the Lord Jesus has laid 
down his life, and by the shedding of 
his blood has made an atonement for 
sin; in consequence of that atonement, 
pardon is freely wffered, on condition 
that we throw down the weapons of 
our rebellion, and turn to God with 
the whole heart: if we comply, 
crown of glory is promised; if we re- 
fuse, an aggravated condemnation is 


threatened: God is waiting upon us, 


and using means with us, and calling 
upon us to turn and live: the choice 
which we make for ourselves will de- 
cide whether we shall be saved or lost: 
and that choice must be made in this 
life: for when this life is ended, it will 
be said, “he that is unjust, let him he 
unjust still; and he that is filthy, Jet 
him be filthy still; and he that is right- 
eous, let him be righteous still; and he 
that is holy, let him be holy still.” 
When they leave this world, thev will 
go to their long home, ane the im:as- 
sable gulf will forever separate them. 
It is a solemn thing to be placed in 
such a state of probation: it is a sol- 
emn thing to have our eternal salva- 
tion or perdition thus put into our own 
hands: and it is a very solemn thing 
to have this period of probation come 
to an end, to have the choice we have 
made for ever confirmed, and to be for 
ever treated according to it, whether it 
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las been right or wrong; to have no 
opportunity to alter it for ever. 

5. It is a solemn thing to die, be- 
cause it will introduce us into an un- 
tried state of existence. In this world 
we have tried various situations, and 
know what they are; or we have seen 
others try them, and know the result 
of their experience. But who has 
tried what it is to die, and can tell his 
friends the result of his experience? 
Who caa lift the curtain that conceals 
the invisible world, and see what is 
beyond it? The bible, indeed,’ tells 
us some things respecting that untried 
state, and what it tells us is of deep 
and solemn import. We read of a 
judgment te come, in which every one 
of us shall give account of himself to 
God. We read of a heaven of holy 
happiness; and we read of a hell of 
unutterable misery. But who can be 
certain that he has formed an adequate 
conception of these things? Indeed, 
the bible itself intimates that we have 
not. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that Jove him.” 
The same is true,doubtless,of the state of 
thedamned. The worm that never dies 
—the fire that never shall be quench- 
ed—the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second 
death—the wrath of God poured out 
without mixture into the cup of his in- 
dignation—are expressions adapted to 
convey to our minds an idea of all that 
is terrible. But it is to be expected, 
that when we come to die, and try 
what these things mean, we shall find 
that our utmost conceptions of them 
were exceedingly faint and _ feeble. 
Who that considers this can help feel- 
ing that it is, indeed, a solemn thing to 
die, and rise to heaven, or sink to 
hell? 

6. It is a solemn thing to die, be- 
cause we are well assured that it will 
prove an awful disappointment to ma- 
ny. Many, who now expect to stand 
on the right hand of the Judge, will 
find themselves placed on the left. 


-No truth is taught more clearly in the 


| fishness and hypocrisy. 
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scriptures than this. 
and Pharisees thought themselves 
high in the faver of God; but our 
Lord has left us no doubt of their sel- 
By what he 
says of the wise and fvolish virgins, 
of the tares among the wheat, of the 
net that gathered of every kind, of the 
stony ground hearers, and of the 
plea that many will make in the great 
day, he teaches us to expect a multi- 
tude of false professors in the christian 
church. He says, “Many will say to 
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in 
thy name done many wonderful works? 
and then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: denart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.” The bible de- 
clares, “The hypocrite’s hope shall 
perish: whose hope shall be cut off, 
and whose trust shall be a spider’s 
web. He shall lean upon his house, 
but it shall not stand: he shall hold it 
fast, but it shall not endure.” Some, 
whose hope has been strong, so strong 
as to enable them to die in triumph, 
will find that they have entirely mis- 
taken the evidences of christian char- 
acter, and are utterly destitute of it. 
Some, who have been very confident 
that they have loved God and delight- 
ed in his character, will find that tney 
have entirely mistaken his character, 
and loved nothing but a god of their 
own make, while they have hated the 
true God with all their hearts. We 
cannot question but that it must be so, 
if we only consider for a moment how 
opposite are the characters which are 
ascribed to God, and loved assuch, by 
those who have strong confidence that 
they are going to heaven. If the char- 
acter which one loves, is the char- 
acter of the true God, what an awful 
disappointment awaits all those, who 
reject and hate that character, and 
love a different one! Is it not 4 very 
solemn thing to die, when we know 
that it must prove such an awful dis- 
appointment to many? 

7. It isa solemn thing to die, be- 
Cause it will introduce us inte the im- 
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mediate presence of God, whether we jj pense of eternal pain. Bu whet 
are reconciled to him or not. God is, | death comes, it will put an end to our 
indeed, present wich us now, in every | deception. The light of truth will 
place, and at all times. But, as we |! burst forth, and scatter all those mists 
see him not with our bodily eyes, tho’ | of darkness in which we have en- 
we admit this truth in theory, we find.|| shrouded ourselves. We shall then 
it difficult to make it seem like a real- || find, that “the carnal mind is, indeed, 
ity When, however, we shall drop || enmity against God,” that “the imagin- 
these incumbrances of clay, our situa- ation of man’s heart is evil from his 
tion wili be different. For now we see || youth,” that “they go astray as soon 
through a glass darkly; but then face to 
face: now, we Know in part; but then 
shall we know even as also we are 
known. Whatever may be the means 
by which disembodied spirits perceive 
and know each other, their perceptions 
are doubtless more clear and more ac- 
cura‘e than those of our bodily senses. 
The presence of God will ‘hen be 
clearly seen, and strongly felt. We 
shall stand before him just as we are, 
stripped of every disguise: and he will 
appear to us just as he is, in all his in- 
finite perfections. We shall feel that 
we are in his hands, and that he will 
treat us according to our character, 
whatever it is. If we have indulged 
wrong views of him, we shall no lon- 
ger be able to retain them. If we 
have thought too favorably of our- |] any man will come after Christ, he 
selves, we shall no longer be able to || must deny himself, take up his cross, 
do it. If we wish to flee from his || and follow him. We shall then find, 
presence, and escape the scrutiny of his | that God is a sovereign in the bestow- 
eye, no darkness nor shadow of death | | ment of his favors, and that he “hath 
will be able to conceal us. If we are, | mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
indeed, his cordial friends, we sh all | and whom he will he hardeneth,” that 
rejoice in his presence for ever; but if || he claims the same right over his crea- 
we are unreconciled to him, how ter- || tures that the potter has over the clay, 
ribie will his presence be! Who can || “of the same lump, to make one ves- 
think of it, and not feel that it will be | sel unto honor, and another unto dis- 
a very solemn thing to die, and go to | honor,” and that any complaint against 
stand before God? his doing so is replying against God, 
8. it is a solemn thing to die, be- || and proceeds from an eye that is evil 
cause we shall then find that the bible || because God is good. We shall then 
is true. Very few, now, believe what || find, that those who are unwilling to 
the bible says. The light of truth is have God reign over them, shall be 
painful to them; because their oat made the monuments of his just dis- 
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as they be born,” that “they have not 
| the love of God in them,” and that 
“every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart is only evil continually.”— 
We shall then find, that “except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God,” and that the new birth 
is a radical change, in which the heart 
of stone is taken away, and a new heart 
created, so that “if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature;_old things 
are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” We shall then 
find, that none are Christ’s but those 
that possess the same disinterested 
temper that he did, the charity that 
“seeketh not her own,” that no man 
can be Christ’s disciple who does not 














are evil. And instead of seeking re- || pleasure, that “the wicked shall be 
lief in the proper way, by conforming || turned into hell, and all the nations 
their hearts to the truth; they seek it by 
trying to pervert the truth, and make 
it conform to their wishes. In this 
way many deceive themselves, and 
procure a momentary ease, at the ex- 


the world, the angels shall come forth, 
and sever the wicked from among the 
just, and shall cast them into the fur- 
naceof fire, where-shall be wailing and 


“forsake all that he hath,” and that if 


that forget God,” that “at the end of 
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snashing of teeth’? and that they 
“shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power,” and 
that the smoke of their torment will 
ascend up forever and ever; and they 
will have no rest day nor night. [t is 
a solemn thing to die, and find all 
these things to be true. 
Two remarks will close the subject. 

1. If it is so solemn a thing to die, 
as we have seen, then how important 
it is to be prepared for it when in health. 
A sick bed is a poor place to prepare 
for death; even if we have all the fac- 
ulties of our minds in full vigor. And 
how many then find their faculties 
oreatly impaired, } 
totally suspended. eval for | 
death is a work which needs thought, | 
and reflection, and self examination. 
ft needs to be performed with the 
greatest calmness, with the utmost de- 
liberation, and with the most seri-us 
and careful inquiry after truth: And 
how can all this be done, when the 
body is convulsed with pain, the facul- 
ties weakened by disease, and the 
mind distracted with fearful apprehen- 
sions? And if we should, at sucha 
time, obtain some relief, and begin to 
indulge some hope, how. can any de- 
pendence be placed upon it, when 
there has been no leisure for it to be 
examined and tried by the word of 
God, and no opportunity for its char- 
acter to be determined by its perma- 
nent and abiding fruits? Who, that 
feels how solemn a thing it is to 
lie, can be guilty of such presumption 
as to venture his eternal all upon the 
utter uncertainty of a death bed repen- 
tance? 

2. If it is sosolemn a thing to die, 
as we have seen, then it is an affecting 
consideration that so many live with- 
out making any preparation for it.— 
What a vast majority, of all ages, are 
hurrying forward to their long home, 
without doing any thing to prepare for 
that solemn event. Death is before 
them, with all its tremendous conse- 
quences; and they will not think of it. 
The wrath of God is suspended over 
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them, ready to burst upon their guilty 
heads; and they will not see it. “Oh 
that they were wise, that they under- 
stood this, that they would consider 
their latter end.” 
—-KL¥a— 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
THE SCRUTINY OF THE GREAT DAY. 

It is a solemn consideration that we 
are all approaching a day of trial, in 
which the secrets of our hearts will be 
made known. “God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether 
it be evil.” He “will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts.” “For there is nothing cover- 
ed, that shall not be revealed; neither 
hid, that shall not be known.” Who 
can bear the trial of that day? Who 
is there, that so lives as to be wil- 
ling to have all things known? Who 
can look back upon his past life, and 
not, be conscious of much that he 
is unwilling to have known even to his 
fellow men? How should we feel, to 
be compelled to stand up, in an assem- 
bly of our fellow men, and to confess 
all that has passed in our own hearts, 
even fora single day? but it must all 
be known. “Every one of us siall 
give account of himself to God.” And 
we shall not then, as now, be able to 
conceal or disguise any thing. Noth- 
ing can be kept back; nothing cau be 
discoloured; nothing can be extenuat- 
ed. Every thing will appear just as 
itis. Every evil thought, every wick- 
ed word, every impure desire, every 
unholy affection, must be told, in the 
presence of the assembled unrverse. 
What deeds. of darkness will then be 
unfolded? What scenes of pollution 
will then be disclosed? What a cage 
of unclean birds will many a heart ap- 
pear, which has now been concealed 
under an amiable exterior? How 
many acts of deceit and fraud, will 
then appear to have been conceals 
ed under the mask of friendship? How 
many wil! be found to have flattered, 
in order to betray? How much that 
has been thought generous and noble, 
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will be found to have proceeded from 
the most selfish and dishonorable mo- 
tives? 

What a change will then take place 
in the judgments we have formed, both 
of ourselves and others! Our conclu- 
sions new, In many cases, must needs 
be very erroneous. We are often 
blinded by partiality and prejudice, 


and often err through ignorance. Men |! 


often “call evil good, and good evil; 
put darkness for light, and light for 
darkness; bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter.” “Man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.” And in nothing, prob- 
ably, shall we find more erroneous 
judgments have been made, than in 
respect to religious character. ‘The 
Omniscient Judge himself hath said, 
“Many will say to mein that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devilsr and inthy name done 
many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you; depart from me, ye that work in 
iquity.” There will be many such: 
and ought not every professed christian 
to ask, with the deepest solicitude, 
“Lord, is it I?” 

Nothing will stand the scrutiny of 
that day, but whatis according to truth 
The means of ferming an accurate 
judgment in our own Case, are put into 
our hands; and we are commanded not 
to deceive ourselves, nor suffer others 
to deceive us. But if we would avoid 
a fatal deception, we must learn to dis- 
criminate, and not confound things 
that are different. We must be tho- 
roughly aware, that, in the great day, 
the external appearance will not pass 
for the inward reality. We must re- 
member, that, it will be ingu'red, in 
that day, not merely whether we have 
maintained a show of conformity to 
the divine requirements, but whether 
it has been a conformity of heart. We 


are now prone to give our approbation 
to every thing which has the external 
appearance of being right; but then 
all external appearances will be as 
nothing, while the motives of the heart 
are laid open. 


' 


It will not only be inquired whether 
we have been religious or not, but of 
what kind our religion has been. It 
will net only be inquired whether we 
have loved and worshipped God or 
not, but what God we have loved and 
worshipped; whether it has been the 
God which the Bible’ describes, or a 
God of a different character. If we 
have been ever so sincere in loving 
and worshipping a false god, that will 
be no recommendation of us to the 
true God, but the reverse. ‘The God 
who made us, and who preserves us, 
and who will be our final Judge, claims 
our affections to himself; and it will 
be in vain to plead that we have sin- 
cerely and cordially loved and served 
Baal or Juggernaut, while we have 
sincerely and cordially hated and re- 
fused to serve the God of heaven. 
And it will be inquired also, whether, 
if we have had some kind of affection 
towards the true God, it has been of 
the right kind; whether we have loved 
him with the love of esteem; in view 
of the excellence of his character and 
perfections, or whether we are igno- 
rant and indifferent in regard to his 
character and perfections, and have 
loved him merely for his favors, as 
“sinners love those that love them;” 
whether we have loved him with the 
love of benevolence, regarding his glo- 
ry as the chief good, and the great ob- 
ject of our heart’s desire, or whether 
eur regard for him has been with an 
ultimate reference to what we hope to 
gain by it. 

It will not only be inquired whether 
we have exercised sorrow for our sins, 
but what kind of sorrow; whether it 
has been godly sorrow; such a feeling 
towards sin as God has, or the sorrow 
of the world which worketh death, 
such a sorrow as every man feels in 
the apprehension of punishment, or 
from the hope of reward. 

It will not only be inquired whether 
we have exercised faith in Christ, but 
what kind of faith; whether it has been 
a mere intellectual belief of the truth, 
such as the devils have, or a persua- 
sion that he is our Saviour, and that 
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eur sins are forgiven for his sake, such 
as every self-deceiver may have; or 
whether it has been that faith of the 
heart with which man believeth unto 
righteousness, a cordial approbation of 
God’s method of saving sinners thre’ 
the blood of atonement. 

It will not only beinquired whether 
we have exercised submission to God, 
but what kind of submission; whether 
it has been a forced submission, by 
which we have yielded ourselves to be 
at his disposal, because we were con- 
vinced it would be in vain to resist, or 
a cordial and cheerful surrender of 
ourselves to his disposal, because we 
have confidence in his wisdom and 
goodness that he will dispose of us in 
the wisest and best manner; whether 
it has been a conditional submission, 
founded on a supposed assurance that 
we shall be safe, or whether it has 
been an unconditional submission, a 
choice to be in the hands of God as 
the clay in is in the hands of the pot- 
ter, a willingness to have God dispose 
of us, for time and eternity, as his own 
glory may require. 

It will not only be inquired whether 
we have exercised something that we 
called self denial, but of what nature 
it has been; whether it has been the 
giving up of a less good of eur own to 
secure a greater good of our own, in 
which self is not really denied at all; 
or whether it has been a willingness to 
give up all that we have, to secure a 
greater good to others, by which alone 
self can be really denied and given 
up. 

It will not only be inquired whether 
we have found joy and peace in believ- 
ing, but what kind of joy and peace; 
whether it has been the same kind of 
joy that the wicked feel, when they ex- 
perience an unexpected, ard great de- 
liverance, or whether it has been joy 
in God, and that peace which is found 
in the consideration that God will cer 
tainly do whatis best withus and with 
all others, and a willingness that he 
should. 

It will not only be inquired wheth- 


er we have been the subjects of a reli- 





gious experience or not, but of what 
kind our experience has been; wheth- 
er it has consisted in the mere excite- 
ment ofthe natural passions of human 
nature, or whether it has consisted in a 
change of heart; whether it has consis- 
ted in having the selfish affections 
strongly excited towards eternal things, 
or whether it has consisted in the be- 
ginning of other affections, the oppo- 
site of selfish, and such as we never 
had before; whether old things have 
remained in substance, and our selfish 
affections have only taken a different 
direction, or whether our old selfish 
affections have passed away, and abl 
things indeed become new; whether 
we iove what we once hated and hate 
what we once loved, merely because 
our circumstances have changed, or 
whether, in the same circumstances 
and with the same view of things, we 
love what we once hated and hate 
what we once loved. 

It will not only be inquired wheth- 
er we love christians, but why we 


‘love them; whether it is because they 
are of our party, and think as we do, 


and are engaged in the same cause, 
and expect to go to the same heaven; 
or whether we love them for their ho- 
liness, because they are like God and 
are renewed after his image. 

It will not only be inquired wheth- 
er we take delight in the bible, but 
why; whether it is because we find 
great and glorious things spoken of 
there, which we think are in reserve 
for us; or whether it is because we see 
God there. 

It will not only be inquired whether 
we love prayer, but why; whether it 
is because it serves to excite our feel- 
ings and strengthen our hope, or wheth- 
er it is becanse we hold communion 
with God in that exercise, get near to 
him, and enjoy his presence and per- 
fections. 

It will not only be inquired wheth- 
er we have been diligent and zealous 
in our attendance on all the institutions 
of religion, but why; whether it has 
been on account of our own personal 
gratification, and for our own person- 
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commands of God, and the natural 


LO Natural Ability: —Love to God:—Prayer, &c. 


al interest, or whether it has been from ] form, that which exceeds their natural 
a regard for the honor of God and the ability. The command of God never 
good of souls. exceeds the natural ability of man. 
In all these inquiries, and in all oth- || Avcordingly he says, are not my ways 
ers which relate to our religious char- || equal?—And, if there be first a willing 
acter, the why is the great thing to be || mind it is accepted according to that 
regarded; for on this the whole de- || a man hath, and not according to that 
pends. And unless this is right, all | he hath not. Dr. S. Spring. 
our religion will pass for nothing, how 


highly soever it may have been esteem- <IIZIe 
ed among men. O that all were dis- LOVE TO GOD. 
posed now to deal faithfully and hon- The first and chief motive which is 


estly with their own souls, and judge to influence us to love God with all our 
themselves by the law and the testi- || hearts, is his infinite dignity and great- 
mony, that they may not be judged || ness, glory and excellency; or in one 


and condemned in the great day. word, his infinite amiableness. We 
Ww. are to love him with all our hearts, 
——IJje> because he is the Lords; because he is 


what he is, and just sucha Being as he 


NATURAL ABILITY. | 
On this account, primarily, and 


Natural ability is the intellectual 
and bodily strength of a man to per- 
form every action which God requires 
of him. Ability relates to action: and 
all men, according to this acceptation 
of the word, are able to perform what 
God requires. For, God is infinitely 
reasonable in his requirements. It is 
as much impossible for God to require 
more of us than we have intellectual 
and corporeal strength to perform, as 
itis for him to be unjust. There is a 
perfett correspondence between the 


antecedent to all other considerations, 
ought he to appear infinitely amiable 
in our eyes. ‘This is the first and 
chief reason and ground apon which 
his Jaw is founded, “J am the Lord.— 
This, therefore, ought to be the first 
and chief motive to influence us to 
obey. ‘The principal reason which 
moves him to require us to love him, 
| ought to be the principal motive of our 
love. If the fundamental reason of 
his requiring us to love him with all 
our hearts, is because he is what he is, 
|and yet the bottom of our lave be 
something else, then our love is not 
what his law requires, but'a thing of 
quite another nature-— Dr. Bellamy. 





once 


ability of the subjects of his command. | 
Accordingly he does not command 
| 





the idiot to be a philosopher; nor those 
who are naturally blind, deaf and 
dumb, to see, hear or speak. Nor 
does he require infants to do the work | 
of men: for they are unable. God re- | 
quires no natural impossibilities. But 
he requires those actions and those on- 
ly which men are able to perform if || christian ministry must be attended 
they choose to obey him. According- | with christiea holiness and virtue, in 
jy he requires children to obey their | your tempers and lives. W hata shock- 
parents; parents to provide for their ing mney is it for any to pray for 
children; and the rich to give to the | | the divine assistance, and success of 
poor. [na word, God commands 7 | the gospel ministry, while they neither 
men every where to repent, and love || heartily believe the doctrines, nor obey 
him with all the heart, because they | the precepts of that very religion which 
have natural ability to comply with | their prayers seem to befriend! what 
the command. And, may challenge || egregious trifling, what solemn mock- 
an instance either under the law or || ery, what odious hypocrisy is this! 
gospel, of God’s requiring men to per- Dr. Tappan. 
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PRAYER FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 
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Your prayers for the success of the 
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WESTERN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the Western Education Society was neld at Clinton on the 
28th of December, 1825, and was opened with a sermon by the Rey. Ralph Robinson of 
Hanover; after which the President of the Society, the Hon. Thomas R. Gold, took the 
chair, and the Directers of the Society presented their annual Report, which was ac- 
cepted and ordered to be printed. 

The follewing officers of the Society were then chosen for the ensuing year: 

President—Hon. Thomas R. Gold. | 
Vice-Presidents; Sam’|. M. Hopkins, Esq. || Robert Porter, Esq. 

Simeon Ford, Esq. Rev. Simeon Jones, 
Rev. Henry Dwight, Henry Seymour, Esq. 
Rev. Dirck C. Lansing, Joseph Kirkland, Esq. 
Nath’l. W. Howell, Esq. Nathan Ford, Esq. 
Rev. Samuel F. Snowden, || John Fine, Esq. 
George Pomeroy, Esq. Rev. John Brown, 
Robert Troup, Esq. Peter Smith. Esq. 
Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, D.D. || Rev, James Richards, D. D. 
Rev. Hez. N. Woodruff, Levi Beebe, Esq. 
Rev. John Smith. 

Corresponding Secretary—Rev. John Frost. 

Recording Clerk—Mr. Alexander Seymour. 

Treasurer—John Bradish, Esq. 

Auditor—Walter King, Esq. 

Directors—Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. Rev. Asahel S. Norton, D. D. Rev. Israel Braj. 
nerd, Rev, James Eells, Rev. Ralph Robinson, Rev. John Frost, Rev. Neah Coe, Rey. 
William R. Weeks, Rev. Samuel C. Aikin. 

The next annual meeting of the Society is to be held at Westmoreland, on the last 
Wednesday of December next, at 11 o’clock. The Rev. Samuel W. Brace is appointed 
te preach on that occasion, and the Rev. Abijah Crane, his alternate. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the Rev. Mr. Robinson for his sermon, to the 
Rev. Mr. Eells for his faithful services as the General Agent of this Society, to the ladies 
and all other donors and contributors to the funds of the Society for the last year. 


HIGHTH REPORT. 


The Directors of the Western Education Society of the state of New-York 
submit to the Society the following Report: | 

Since the last annual meeting the operations of the Society have been contin- 
ued with a good degree of prosperity. ‘The number of young men assisted du- 
ring the year is twenty-eight. The number now in the establishment, for 
which provision is to be made, is twenty-four.* Since the organization of the 
Society, it has assisted thirty-four who have completed their classical educa- 
tion, of whom seven have also completed their theological studies, and are now 
actively engaged in the work of the ministry. 

The amount of donations received in cash, ts $483 82, and in provisions and 
other articles for the use of the Society, as estimated by their respective donors, 
$1235,87, making the total donations received, $1719, 69; there was in the 
treasury at the commencement of the year $15, 95 besides which there have 
been received for boarding beneficiaries of the American Education Society, 
$167 42, and there have been borrowed in cash for the use of the Society, 41553 


* Two of these are boarded on account of a debt due from the Society, some others are expeet.d to ray 
hereafter, and some are assisted in -— by the American Education Society. But this Socicty is under ob;i- 
gation to make provision for them al} at our boarding house. 
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making the total of receipts $2058 11. Of this sam $92 39, are in articles 
of furniture which were given for the use of the boarding house, $240 have been 
paid towards the land purchased for the establishment, $51 tur money previ- 
ously borrowed, $25 for the use of land hired for cultivation, $03 15 for print- 
ing, $31 45 for painting the boarding house, $25 tor board in 1823, and 
$301 53 tothe General Agent towards his salary amounting to $829 55. The 
remainder $1228 56, has been consumed in the boarding establishment, or is 
still on hand at the disposal of the Society. 

The debts of the Society at the present time amount to $1764 95. Of the 
disposable property on hand at the last annual meeting, which was then esti- 
mated at about $300, a more particular account has been taken, and, with the 
additions which have been made to it, the amount is nuw, according to the esti- 

mate of the donors, $101 | 48, consisting of lumber, clothing, furnace ware, and 
other articles of various kinds, which are in different places, in a good state of 
preservation, and ready to be disposed ef for the benefit of the Society as op- 
portunities shall be presented. There is inthe hands of the Treasurer, in cash, 
$9 50, as per his report; and in the hands of the General Agent, incash,g10 50. 

The most important alteration made doring the past year, in the plans hereto- 
fore pursued, is a new arrangement with the steward at the Society’s boarding 
house. Instead of paving the steward a stated salary fo the services rendered 
by himself and family, and having all the details of the boarding establishment 
to be attended to by the Society and its agents, as heretofore, the steward is now 
to have the use of the Society’s premises, including the boarding house and out 
houses, nine acres of improved land, and the privilege of cutting his fire wood; 
and he is to board all the young men under the care of this Seciety at one dol- 
lar per week each, and to receive his pay in provisions delivered at the board- 
ing house, at the rate of one dollar per bushel for wheat, forty tour cents for 
eorn, four and a half dollars per hundred for pork, three dollars for beef, 
twelve and a half cents per pound for butter, and six cents for cheese; and oth- 
er articles at the current cash prices. _ It is believed that this is the most simple, 
judicious and economical arrangement which could be made for the support of 
this establishment: and that by having regular and permanent arrangements 
made in the several towns for collecting and forwarding the articles principally 
needed, the necessary supplies may be easily furnished, and the Society may soon 
be relieved, in a great measure, from the burden of supporting a General Agent, 
and may continue its operations with very little other expense than that of pay- 
ing for the board of its beneficiaries, at this very reasonable rate. 

And if it is anobject, with those who contribute to the benevolent institutions 
of the present day, to have the greatest amount of good done by what they give, 
and with the greatest convenience to themselves, we think this Society now pre- 
sents, to those especially who live in this vicinity, the most eligible channel 
throngh which their streams of the benevolence can flow. Inhabiting as we do a fer- 
tile region of country, and blessed as we are, from year to year, with a large 
surplus of the fruits of the earth, we can contribute a considerable amount of 
these, without aay inconvenience to ourselves. And under the present regula- 
tions of our boarding establishment, they can all be applied directly to the ob- 
jects of the Society, without the trouble and loss of converting them into money, 
as must be done in applying them to the use of other societies. And if any find 
it more convenient to contribute of the various articles of domestic manufac- 
ture, arrangements are made also to turn these to the best advantage for procu- 
ring such articles, neededin the boarding establishment, as may not in other 
ways be furnished to a sufficient amount * (A. ) From which it appears, that the 


game quantity of the fruits of the earth, or of domestic manufactures, cantributed 


* See Appendix. 








6 OE eset 


sll Nt SREP TS cr OE ie ea! TEMS. ou: Aad nage ee 








twee ee NN CF eV 


ww * & 


R-mw if 





Pith hI AB APRS lcs EP wis AS ee To 





3 
4 

‘ 
| 


eats 


ee teehee hee Bon Se 


ethos od De FY 


remove the difficulty, we must increase the supply of ministers. 


Western Education Society—Eighth Report. 19 


to this Society, will go further than it can if contributed to any other institution 
in different circumstances. 

The only questiens, then, which those in this vicinity who contribute to char- 
itable purposes, can have, whether to make this Society a principal object of 
their attention, must be whether the education of poor and pious youth tur the 
gospel ministry is a necessary part of the great system of benevolent operations, 
and needs to be carried ou to a greater extent than it now is, and whether this 
society makes such an application of its means as is adapted to accomplish its 
object in the best manner. 

That the education of young men for the gospel ministry is a necessary part 
of the great system of benevolent operations, we think cannot be doubted by 
those who consider the actual state of things. No other branch of that system 
ean be carried on successfully without this. The other branches must have 
suitable men to give effect to their operations, and execute their plans of doing 
good. Bible Societies can, indeed, furnish the destitute with the word of life, 
without living teachers to accompany it. But if the mere distribution of the 
bible had been sufficient for the. necessities of mankind, the great Head of the 
church wouid not have instituted the christian ministry. And if the ministry 
is not sufficient without the written word, neither is the written word sufficient 
without the ministry. Ifthe voice of the living teacher is net heard, the word 
itself will be neglected and forgotten. Missionary Societies can do nothing 
without missionaries; and the churches which are able to support pastors must 
not be left destitute. That there is an actual deficiency of ministers at the pres- 
ent time cannot be doubted. The fact that a few are here and there out of em- 
ployment is to be ascribed wholly to other causes than there being ne vacant 
fields of labor. From returns made from time to time by the various ecclesias- 
tical bodies, the result of careful inquiry and observation, it appears, that a very 
large proportion of the population of our own country is destitute of competent 
religious instructors. Of the four denominations from which beneficiaries have 
been assisted by this society, it is believed there are, in the United States, nearly 
if not quite three thousand organized churches more than there are of stated 
pastors. All the efforts of Education Societies and Theological Seminaries, 
have hitherto been insufficient to supply the vacancies which have been made 
by deaths and by the organization of new churches; so that the number of va- 
cant churches is continually increasing. And besides this, in the new settle- 
ments there is a vast field opening, and becoming every year wider and wider, 
among the unorganized population, where several hundreds of faithful laborers 
are needed. ‘These facts have been repeatedly stated, and supported by au- 
thentic documents; and every succeeding year increases the evidence of their 
truth. 

Will it be said, that most of the vacant churches are feeble, that ministers 
who go to supply them cannot find a competent provision made for their sup- 
port, and that more ministers need not be educated till that provision is made? 
We believe that to stop the supply of ministers would be only to increase the 
difficulty. For unless the churches which are feeble are furnished with faith. 
ful laborers to strengthen and build them up, they will be likely to remain fee- 
ble. Nothing tends so much to weaken and destroy a congregatiun as to remain 
destitute of the ordinances of the gospel; for it not only lessens their inclination 
to obtain and to attend upon those ordinances, but it lessens their ability and 
impoverishes the people, their increasing vices alwavs consuming more of their 
time and money than the support of the gospel would require. If we wish to. 
We must ed- 
ucate more young men. _We must send out more laborers into the field. And 
Missionary Societies must do what they can to assist the feeble churches. But 
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ministers of such a spirit must be educated as will not wait for provision to 
be made tor their support before they will eater the field; ministers who will go, 
in the spirit of the primitive times, and seek out the poor and the destitute, and 
preach the gospel to them, committing the matter of their support to the provi- 
dence of God. (B.) Laborers ef such a spirit, it is the wish and aim of this 
socicty to furnish. And we cannot but think that the course which this society 
pursues in relation to its beneficiaries is well adapted to furnish laborers of such 
a spirit. No aid is afforded, till young men, by their own enterprize or by such 
assistance as they can obtain from their friends, have fitted themselves for col- 
lege. ‘They must then bring written testimonials from persons of known respec- 
tability, of being regular members of some christian church, of sustaining a good 
character, of being in indigent circumstances, and of possessing such talents as 
promise to render “them useful in the ministry. They must be examined par- 
ticularly by the Directors as to their circumstances, their piety, and their views 
in preparing t@ enter the ministry. ‘They must enter into a written engagement 
to reiund whatever they shall receive from the society, provided they do not 
become preachers of the gospel. ‘They are liable to be dismissed at any time 

by the Directors when they appear to be deficient in any one of the foremen- 
tioned qualifications And they receive nothing from this society but their 
beard during the college terms; having still to depend on their own enterprize 
and industry for the means of defraying all their other expenses. In such cir- 
cumstances, it cannot be supposed tnat young men will be trained to habits of 
ease and indulgence, but that they will be under the necessity of submitting to 
many hardships and privations. {t cannot, indeed, be rationally anticipated, 
that young men with all these guards, will not sometimes disappoint the hopes 
and expectations of their friends and patrons: But we think it must be admitted 
thai the course pursued towards them by this society is well adapted to train 
them to endure hardness as good soldiers of the cross, and to fit them for those 
difficult and trying fields of labor which in our new countries are so numerous 
and so needy. 

Can there be a doubt, then, that the efforts for the education of young men 
for the ministry need to be continued, and even greatly increased? Shall our 
efforts be relaxed, while the wants of the churches are becoming more and more 
pressing? Shall the population of our country continue to multiply, till our 
vasi territory is filled up with the hundreds of millions it is capable of support- 
ing, and that immense multitude of rational and immortal beings, bone of our 
bone and flesh of our flesh, be suffered te grow up in ignorance of God and the 
gospel of his grace? Who can look forward, and not tremble for the fate of 
our beloved country, when this nation shall become the most numerous and 
mighty upon the globe, and be sunk in all the vice and wickedness which pre- 
vail where the gospel is unknown or despised? 

But if our churches will not feel for the necessities of others tn distant places 
and in succeeding ages, will they not feel for themselves? Their present pas- 
tors cannot continue by reason of death. The time is coming when they will 
need others to supply their places. And where shall they be found, if they are 
not raised up from among ourselves? Those raised up by other institutions 
are needed elsewhere. And if a supply could be obtained from abroad, would 
they be so likely to understand our interests, to enter into our feelings, and to 
be suited to our circumstances, as those raised up in the midst of us? Does not 
the destitute population of our own district, need at this moment a much great- 
er number of laborers than all that have been educated by this Society? And 
must not the efforts of this Society be greatly } increased, before it can be expec- 
ted to meet the demands which will continue to be made upon it from the same 
region? 
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Does any one doubt whether the funds of this Society are faithfully and eco- 
nomically applied in the promotion of its object? He is invited to examine the 
annual reports of receipts and expenditures, and to judge for himscit. The 
expenses of the institution, other than for the board ef beneficiaries, have, for 
a short time past, necessarily been considerable. The lands and buildings, re- 
quisite for a permanent establishment, have been an expense which will not 
need to be repeated, unless an enlargement of them should hereafter be tound 
necessary. ‘The compensation of the-Steward and of the General Agent for 
their services have been less than would be requisite to secure the same servi- 
ces for any ordinary object. The arrangements now making are expected to 
reduce this compensation still further, by reducing the amount of services neces- 
sary to be performed. ‘The Directors and Prudential Committee receive no 
compensation for their services, though much time is necessarily occupied in 
them. The present arrangements for the board of the beneficiaries must be 
considered highly favorable to the Society. Forty bushels of wheat will sup- 
port one beneficiary during the year; as will nine hundred weight of pork, or 
thirteen and one-third hundred weight of beef, or a similar ameunt of o:her 
articles. And when arrangements shall be so made, through the varicus town 
agents, (C.) as to furnish a regular and sufficient supply of these and similar 
articles, without the personal exertions of a General Agent, the services oi such 
an agent may be, in a great measure, dispensed with, and his salary saved. 
And if any individual or number of individuals should wish to select a benefi- 
ciary of their own, and furnish the above amount for his support, they may do 
so, and have all the advantages of the Society’s establishment for that purpose, 
without any other expense to themselves; provided only that their beneficiary 
possess the qualifications which the constitution of this Society requires. And 
the offer is made by the Directors, to any other Societies of a similar nature, 
and to the various ecclesiastical bodies who wish to educate young men for the 
ministry, to give to them all the privileges of our boarding establishment, on the 
same terms. (D.) And if the people in any town, or in any congregation, 
shall agree to furnish the necessary amount to support one young man or more, 
they may select their own beneficiary, and enjoy the same privilege. And the 
Directors wish it distinctly understood, that the privileges of this establishment 
are not confined to the Presbyterian and Co ngregational denominations only. 
They have assisted beneficiaries from four different denominations. and have 
never rejected an application from a member of any church of a different or- 
der. The sole object of the Society is to assist young men in obtaining a clas- 
sical education; and it leaves them entirely at liberty to pursue their theological 
studies wherever they please, without attempting to direct where it shall be, 
and expecting that the members of each denomination will make their own 
selection. 

The Directors are happy to state, that the young men under their care, have, 
during the year past, made satisfactory progress in their studies, and have been 
unexceptionable in their deportment; and several of them have been actively 
and usefully employed in the promotion of Sabbath Schvols, in some of the 
neighboring towns. 

Among the patrons of this Society, to whom, under God. it is indebted for 
all the good it has done, and to whom it looks for the means of continuing its 
operations, it weuld perhaps be invidious to particularize. Yet the Directors 
feel bound to express their particular obligations to those benevolent temales 
who have, during the past year, by their donations, rendered such essential aid 
to the funds of the Society. (E.) 

On the whole, the Directors think that the Society is now placed on sucha 
ioundation, as to afford every reasonable prospect of its permanence; and that, 
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when the remaining debts of the Society, contracted in the establishment of its 
boarding house, sliall be liquidated, the charities of the christian public will en- 
able the Society to enlarge the number of its beneficiaries, and do much more 
than it has done towards the great object of extending the knowledge of the 
gospel in our own and other lands. The increasing interest in the prosperity 
of this Society, which has been manifested by the increasing number of its pa- 
trons, and the increasing confidence in the practieability of its plans of opera- 
tion, which has been manifested by the liberal donations of those who are best 


acquainted with the management of its concerns, lead us to look forward with 


strong hopes that succeeding years will witness its increasing prosperity and 
usefulness. 

Let the friends of this Society, then, thank God, and take courage, and be 
more than ever engaged in the great work of doing good. Let us be admon- 
ished that the time is short. No less than seven of those who have been Vice 
Presidents of this Society have been called away by death, since its organiza- 
tion; and daring the last year two in this immediate vicinity, who had been 
particularly active in promoting its interests. * Let us work then while the day 
lasts. And while we are careful to make the glory of God our ultimate object 
in all we do, and to direct all our measures according to his requirements, let us 
look to Him for his blessing, and saa tt the aids of his Holy Spirit that we 
may never grow weary tn well doing. 


* John Lincklaen, Esq. Rev. Flnathan Walker, Gideon Granger, Esq. Morris S. Miller, Esq. 
Robert Harper, Esq. Arthur Breese, Esq. and Erastus Clark, Esq. 


APPENDIX. 


NOTE A. 

An arrangement has been made with Mr. Hezekiah Barns, an agent for the Society at 
Salina, to receive all such articles of provision or clothing as may not be needed in the 
boarding establishment, and dispose of them in exchange for salt, which being transported 
to Utica can be sold for cash. A door is opened in this way, as it is also in several other 
wavs, for converting into cash, or sach other articles a3 the Society may need, at their full 
value, any articles of provision, clothing, or mechai.ic’s work, which may be contributed 
for the use of the Society. 

j NOTE B. 


A voluntary association has been recently formed among the beneficiaries of this Society, 
and other members of Hamilton College, having the work of the ministry in view, the object 
of which is to promote the building up of the waste places of Zion, by collecting informa- 
tion respecting the destitute parts of our country, and by making prospective arrange 
ments for future personal efiorts to supply them. ‘The following are extracts from their 
constitution, to wit: 

‘‘Whereas we the subscribers have,as we trust, after mature and prayerful deliberation, 
devoted ourselves to the service of God, with a view of becoming ministers of the gospel; 
and whereas we deem it indispensable to our future usefulness that we possess such a spirit 
of benevolence and self denial as will dispose us to make any sacrifices and undertake any 
labors in our power to promote the glory of God and the salvation of souls; and whereas 
the number and condition of the destitute places in our land are such as to call for the 
commiseration of every true christian, and for the most strenuous efforts to supply them 
wit! the means of religious instruction, therefore, for the purpose of Gomne information 
respecting the waste places of Zion, and cultivating if possible in ourselves 2 true spirit of 
christian enterprize, we agree to form ourselves into a Society, aceording to the following 
constitution: 

“4. This Society shall be known and distinguished by the name of The Society of Inquiry, 
in Hamilton College, respecting the building up of the waste places of Zion. 

“4. The object of this Society shall be to collect and preserve information respecting the 
destitute places in our country, and as far as may be, to devise and carry into effect the 
best means of supplying them with stated religious instruction 

“5. It is considered the duty of every member of this Society to practice strict economy 
inallhis expenses, holding hiinself and all he has sacredly devoted to the cause of Christ, 
to be employed in whatever manner that cause may seem to require. 

“6, It is considered the duty of every member of this Society, when he shall be prepared 
to enter upon the work of the Ministry, to bave a particular regard to the waste places of 
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eur land, and, unless there should be some special call in divine providence for his being 
employed in another way, to go to any destitute place where there appears to be a prospect 
of his doing good, without waiting for provision to be madc for his support, committing 
that matter to the Providence of God.” 

NOTE C. 


Town Agents.—As the Education Society depends upon the several town agents for col- 
lecting the means of meeting its current expenses, these agents will be the vitul part of all 
its operations. It is, therefore, of primary importance that every thing pertaining to their 
agency be biought, as far as may be, into a systematic and regular train. It is proposed, 
therefore, that each agent fix upon the particular month in which his collection shall be 
made, and let it be known to thesteward It would be greatly for the convenience of the 
boarding establishment, if this collection could be taken up, in towns not too remote fro 
the college, twice in the year, once in the fall or beginning of winter, and once in the course 
of the summer term. And it might tend to further the object, if it should be announced 
from the pulpit on the Sabbath before the agent goes round, accompanied with such re- 
marks as the preacher may think proper to make. 

{t is important that with every collection of articles forwarded for the Society, a bill 
should be sent, containing an account of the articles given, the names and places of resi- 
dence of their respective donors. with the sums at which they are valued. his bill will be 
transferred to the Society’s records, and oe in the annual report 

It is important that every agent be furnished with a sufficient number of annual reports 
to distribute at least one in each neighborhood where there are patrons of the Society; and 
for this purpose it is requested that he would give notice to the General Agent, before the. 
next annual meeting of the Society, what number of copies he will need. Reports will usu- 
ally be in readiness at the bookstore of William Williams. or of Merrell & Hastings, Utica, 
by the middle of January annually, where agents are requested to send for them, if they 
should not be otherwise forwarded. ; 

The following persons have been appointed as agents in the places connected with their 
respective names; 


Utica, Truman Parmele. 

Whitestown, Col. Ambrose Coan. 
New-Hurtford, James and Samuel Wells. 
Clinton, Dr. Seth Hastings, Jr. 
Westmoreland, Dea. Thomas Halbert. 
Rome, William B Wright. 

Western, Rev. Mr. Gale. 

Paris Ffill, Tillingherst Simmons. 
Mount Vernon, Josiah Patten, Esq. 
Vernon Centre, Dea. Lra Hills. 
Oneida, Dea. Phineas Tuttle. 


Westford, Dea Charles Mason. 

Burlineton, David W Blakeman, and Hen-- 
rv Sill. 

New-Lisbon, Dea. Horatio Patengill. 

Ha twick, Daniel Beebe, Esq. 

Otsero, Albert North, Esq. 

New- Berlin, Samuel Bishop. 

Butte nuts, Eli Danielson. 

Guilford, Oxford, Norwich, Sidney, Unadilla, 
and Buinbridve, Capt Lemuel Jewell. 

ae Samuel Scott 


neta CO tt 


Verona, Dea. Ephraim Covell, and Samuel ; Colesville, Dea Daniel Crofut. 
Aveiy. | Broome county, Rev. Joseph Wood. 
Verona, Jerusalem Settlement, Jabez H. Stark. | Lisle. Norman Marsh, Esq. 
Trenton, Stephen D Wiser. Sherburne, East, Williams Avery and Da- 
Hollend Patent, Chester R. Wells. vid Smith. ' 


Russia, Dea. * ndrew. Sherburne, West, Dr. Israel Farrell. 
Bridvewuter, Hiram Marsh and John South- i Hamilton, Jedediah D. Stevens. 





worth. | Columbus, Dea. Benjamin Storrs an 
Augusta, Dea. John Lewis, and John J. | Jones, Jr. J a 
Knex. Esq. Lebanon, William Bradley. 
New-Stockbridge, Luther White. Madison, Dea. Calvin Whitcomb. 
Hanover, David Barton. Lenox, Joseph Bruce, Esq. 
Sanver;eld, Abner Townsley. Lake settlement, Moses King, 
Union Society, Jordan Gray. | Sullivon, George Eager, Es 


Litc’ field. Dea. John Washburn Orville, William Eager, Esq. 
Win~eld, Almond Luce, Esq. and Dea. || Salina, Hezekiah barns. 
Charles Burt. Jamesville, Matthew Cadwell. Esq. 


Norwich Socity, Dea Simeon Coe. Manlius Villave, Maj. Elihu Ewers,. 
Richfield and Warren, Dea. Jonathan Bloom- || Onondaza Hollow, Nicholas Mickles. 


field. Onondaza West Hill, Dea Ezra Bryan. 
Spring eld, Capt. Ishi Parmele Onondaza County, Rev. Hezekiah N: Weod: 
Middle eld, Dea. Samuel Huntington. ruff 4 
Exeter, Dea. Amos Curtis. Annsville, Smi bh Miller. 
Norway, Dea. Amos Brownson. Vienna, Roswell Thaver. 
Salishury, Timothy W. Judson. Camden, Erastus Upson. 
Fair ‘eld, Dea. Pliny Pomeroy. Red: eld, William Johnson. 
Cherry- Valley, Matthew Hoyt. Little-Falls, Dr. James Kennedy. 

NOTE D. 


The following ecclesiastical bodies are either auxiliary to the Western Education Socie- 
fy, or have agreed to patronize it, and have recommended to the churches, in their respe€- 
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tive connexions to afford it such assistance as may be consistent with other duties, to wit: 
the Presbyteries of Oneida, Onondaga, Otsego, Oswego, and St. Lawrence, and the Union 
Association. , 

It is the design of the Society to have agents appointed in the several towns connected 
with those bodies, for collecting such articles as may be given for the use of this Seciety, 
as soon as they can be visited for that purpose. 


GENERAL DEPOSITORIES. 


Articles for the Education Society which cannot be conveniently forwarded to the 
boarding house near the College, may be sent to any of the following places, to wit: 


Utica, Dea. Abijah Thomas. 
Rome, Stephen Hubbard. 
Salina, Hezekiah Barns. 


All kinds of provisions, clothing, mechanic’s work, domestic manufactures, or useful ar- 
ticles of any kind, will be thankfully received, and can be disposed of advantageously for 
the benefit of the Society. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


It is the business of the Prudential Committee of the Soeiety, ‘“‘to examine the account of 
all receipts and expenditures connected with the boarding establishment; to determine the 
compensation of any agents whichthe Society may employ, except that of the Steward 
and General Agent; to appropriate such articles as may be given to the Society for cloth- 
ing beneficiaries, or furnishing their college rooms; to unite with the Steward and General 
Agent in deciding en all important measures connected with the economy of the establish- 
ment; and to make areport of their proceedings to the Directors annually by the second 
week in December.” The following gentlemen compose that committee: 


Clinton, Dea. Isaac Williams, Mr. Gould Benedict, Capt. Orin Gridley. 
Paris-Hill, Henry M’Niel, Esq. 
Westmorelund, Dea. Thomas Halbert. 


The Prudential Committee hold stated meetings at the boarding house of the Society on 
the Tuesday before the beginning of each College term, at 10 o’clock, A. M. andalso on 
the first Tuesday of December; so that their stated ar for the year 1826, will be onthe 
last Tuesday of January, and the first Tuesday of June, October and December. 


MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS. 


The Directors of the Society hold stated meetings at the boarding house, on the third 
Wednesday of February, August, and October, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


NOTE E. 


LIFE DIRECTORS. 


The following clergymen have been made Directors for life of this Society, since the 
last annual meeting, by the ladies of their respective congregations: 


Rev. Isaac N. Sprague, Sherburne. 
Rev. Washington Thacher, Onondaga Hollow. 
Rev. Ambrose Eggleston, Coventry. 
Rev. Ira M. Olds, Lenox. 
Rev Ralph Cushman, Manlius Village. 
Rev. John H. Prentice, Hartwick. 
Rev Daniel C. Hopkins, Sangerfield. 
Rev. John D. Peirce, Sanger/ield. 
and Rev. Aaren Putnam, Springfield, by his own subscription. 


{For a more particular statement of the receipts and expenditures, during the past 
year, the reader is referred to the report in a pamphlet form. ] 
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Nature of Moral Depravity. 


¥or the Utiea Christian Repository. 
NATURE OF MORAL DEPRAVITY.- 


Though all mankind are ready to 
acknowledge they are sinners, yet 
there is nothing in which they are 
generally half so much deceived, as 
they are respecting the nature of their 
moral depravity. ‘Though itis plainly 
taught in the scriptures, that “the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked;”? and that all 
sinners deserve the penalty of the 
divine law; still, many cannot see why 
they deserve the endless displeasure 
of God, and the punishment threat- 
ened in his word. And they never 
can see the justice and propriety of 
their condemnation, until they have 
correct views of the nature of the 
plague of their own hearts. Who, 
at this day, have such views of their 
sins, as lead them to cry out with Job, 
“Behold I am vile?” It is as true 
now, as it was in the days of the 
wise man, that “most men will pro- 
claim every one his own goodness, 
but a faithful (or humble) man, who 
can find?” Our Lord had frequent 
occasion to tell even his own disci- 
ples, that they knew not what man- 
ner of spirit they were of. It is an 
universal truth, that mankind gener- 
ally mistake the nature of their moral 
depravity. It is proposed in this 
essay, to define moral depravity, 
show that mankind do generally mis- 
take the nature of their moral deprav- 
ity, and show why they generally 
make this mistake. 

The apostle says: Sin is a trans- 
gression of the law.” This is a gen- 
eral and just definition of all moral 
depravity. The law to which the 
apostle refers, requires that we should 
constantly love God with all the 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and 
our neighbor as ourselves; which is 
synonymous fFith pure, disinterested 
love. A tra: sgression of this law, 
therefore, musi be the reverse of this 
love, which is nothing but selfishness. 
it is impossible to trace any sinful ac- 
tion to a better, worse, or different 
source than selfishness. The least 
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moral imperfection is as real and as 
perfect selfishness, as the first sin of 


Adam, which was the occasion of 


bringing all sin and misery into the 
world. Accordingly, the apostle 
Paul said: “I had not known sin,except 
the law had said, thou shalt not cov- 
et.” And it is as impossible for all 
others, as it was for Paul, to know 
they are sinners, or te know there is 
any such thing as sin, until they know 
that covetousness or selfishness is 
forbidden; for selfishness is virtually 
all that the divine law forbids, and 
all that is wrong in the nature of 
things. Our consciences never 
condemn us for any action that 
is done without any motive, or from 
a benevolent motive, but only for 
acting from selfish motives. This 
is the plain, s-riptural, and com- 
mon sense view of the nature of 
moral depravity, by which, in fact, 
every person in the world, judges 
the moral character of all others ex- 
cept his own. 

But I proceed to show that man- 
kind do generally mistake the nature 
of their own moral depravity. This 
appears from the high opinion they 
have of their own goodness. “God! 
I thank thee that I am not as other 
men,” is a general specimen of the 
feelings of mankind respecting them- 
selves. Sinners generally judge of their 
sinfulness by their external conduct, 
and not by their selfishness. This 
appears from their conduct respecting 
others. They are in the habit of 
reproaching other sinners for their 
moral imperfections, in such a man- 
ner, that makes it evident they think 
better of themselves. But sinners would 
never reproach each other for their 
moral imperfections, if they were con- 
stantly sensible that their ewn hearts 
were as selfish, and consequently as 
sinful, as they can be under their 
present circumstances. Saints would 
never reproach sinners, or each oth- 
er, if they were constantly sensible, 
that every one of their selfish affec- 
tions is a voluntary transgression of 
God’s holy Jaw, and renders them 
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objects of loathing and abhorrence in |, ef the nature and extent of these chris- 
the sight of God, and deserving of || tian graces? Though many good 
nothing but the penalty of his law. people appear to be insensible that this 

The inventions of mankind on re- |) view of moral depravity has a ten- 
ligious subjects, are another evidence |; dency to subvert the gospel; still, 
| 
| 


that they generally mistake the na-|! when carefully examined, this will 
ture of their moral depravity. Solo- |! be found to be a fact. But mankind 
mon said in his day, that mankind || much more generally believe their 

had ‘sought out many inventions.” | moral depravity consists in such a 

And ever since his day, they have principle, than they believe it consists 
been employed in seeking out el in nothing bot selfishness. Sinners 
tions, to hide the real nature of their | generally ‘ook upon their total moral 
moral depravity. Among the schemes | depravity, as their calamity instead 
that have been invented, mankind || of their fault. And even professing 
have never sought out a more re-| christians more frequently view their 
murkable, unscriptural, absurd, and || moral imperfection as being their ca- 
dangerous invention, to hide from || lamity, instead of viewing it te be 
themselves and others the true nature | nothing but criminal selfishness; which 
of the plague of their own hearts, || plainly shows that they do generally 
than the notion of an involuntary || mistake the true nature of their moral 
sinful principle in the mind, -which || depravity. 

is represented to be the foundation, This is further evident, from the 
source, and essence of moral deprav- || fact, that mankind are generally so 
ity. This, in fact, is the spring of || little affected with their sinfulness. 
almost all other errors in religion. It || Christ clearly saw the nature of the 
Is unscriptural, because the bible no || total moral depravity of sinners, and, 
where represents moral depravity as || accordingly, he was deeply affected 
consisting in such a principle, but in |! in view of their deplorable and inex- 
a voluntary transgression ef the di- || cusable condition. He is represented 
vine law. It is remarkable, because || as frequently weeping in view of their 
it is absurd in itself; and contrary to | condition. He wept over Jerusalem, 
every person’s own reason and con- || because the inhabitants would not 
sciousness. And it is dangerous, be- || come to him that they might have life. 
cause it is adapted to destroy all mor- || In every parable and sermon where 
al obligation and sense of guilt, which || he had occasion to speak of moral im- 
opens the very floodgates to licen- || perfection, he uniformly represented it 
tiousness, both in principle and prac- || as consisting in voluntary disvbedi- 
tice. Accordingly, where this view || ence to the divine law, which is noth- 
of the nature of moral depravity has || ing but selfishness. The sun never 
prevailed, mankind have fooaly shone more conspicuous, than this 
denied the doctrine of the universal truth appears trom every part of the 
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| 
| 





and particular providence of God, in scriptures, that God views every moral 
determining the will; or, to use || imperfection as a voluntary transgres- 
scripture phrase, in tarning the heart || sion of his holy law, which deserves 
“whithersoever he will; and the |) eternal death. In this respect the bi- 
practicability and duty of sinners ma- ble is a perfect contrast to almost eve- 
king themselves a new heart and a | ry other religious book — Its language 
new spirit, as they are commanded i is, “Cursed is every one that continu- 
to do. And may I not add, that this || eth not in all things which are written 


view of the nature of moral depravity Hi in the book of the law to do them. 





has commonly been attended with a} The Soul that sinneth, it shall die. 
denial of obligation to perform the Sin is a transgression of the law.” 
duties of self denial and of selfabase- |) And against the plea of injustice on 
ment, according to the scripture view jj his part God says, “O house of Israel, 
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house of Israel.” 
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are net my ways equal? are not your 


ways unequal? Therefore 1 will 
judge you, OU house of Israel, every 
one according to his works, Sith the 
Lord God.” In this verse God ap- 
peals from the reason of his ancient 
people to their conscience, which, when 
allowed to speak in fall view of any 
case, 
for acting from selfish motives, and 
for nothing else. And on this ground 
of self condemnation he proceeds to 
say, ‘therefore 1 will judge you, O 
As seon as sinners 
view the nature of their moral deprav- 
ity in the light of conscience and the 
bible, their peace and happiness are 
destroyed. his Paul frankly ac- 
knowledged. ‘When the command 
ment came” so that he saw all selfish- 
ness was forbidden, “sin revived and 
I died.” Jt was acorrect view of the 
nature of his moral depravity that slew 
him. And the only reason why all 
other sinners are not “slain by the 
law,” is because they mistake the na- 
ture of their moral depravity. It is 
impossible for a sinner to have a cor- 
rect and full view of his total moral de- 
pravity, without being sensible that he 
is in the gall of bitterness and under 
the strong bonds of iniquity, which 
bind him over to the endless punish- 
ment, anguish, and despair of hell. 
And the fact that mankind are so little 
affected in view of their sinfulness, is 
direct proof that they are generally in- 
sensible of the nature of the plague of 
their own bearts. 

I will mention but one more argu- 
ment to prove that mankind generally 
mistake the nature of their moral de- 
pravity, which may be derived from 
the fact that they manifest so little hu- 
mility in view oftheir sins. Humility 
consists simply in self-abasement on 
account of sin. And it is impossible 
for any person to abase himself, until 
he has a correct view of the nature of 
his moral depravity. No person can 
See any beauty or justice in the pen- 
alty of the divine law, or “accept the 
punishment of his iniquity,” until he 
sees that all selfishness is sin, and that 


invariably condemns mankind | 


~ 


‘all sin “deserves God’s wrath and 


| 
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curse both in this life and in that 
which is to come.” And those indi- 
viduals of mankind who have a cor- 
rect and abiding sense of their sintul- 
ness, are generally disposed to abase 
themselves to their proper place. At 
least, those who are desiitute of humil- 
ity, are generally insensible of the na- 
ture and degree of their sinfulness. 
Paul abased himself when he saw the 
true nature of bis moral depravity. 
David humbled himself when he saw 
the nature and degree of his guilt. 
And acorrect and abiding view of the 
nature of their moral imperfections, 
almost invaricbly causes saints to a- 
base themselves to their proper place. 
The fact, therefore, that there is so 
little humility among mankind, is a 
presumptive argument that most men 
mistake the true nature of the plague 
of their own hearts. 

But it is a serious and practical in- 
quiry, why mankind so generally mis- 
take the nature of their moral deprav- 
ity. It cannot be because they have 
not the means of knowing the true na- 
ture and the exceeding sinfulness of 
every sin. God has defined the true 
nature of every moral imperfection di- 
rectly in his word, and shown it indi- 
rectly by the penalty of his law, and 
by his providence in various and strik- 
ing instances. It cannot be because 
mankind are incapable of knowing 
the nature and demerit of their moral 
depravity. Every person has a nat- 
ural conscience, by consulting which, 
he may know the true nature and dle- 
sert of his sins. 

No person finds any difficulty in 
judging correctly respecting the nature 
of the moral depravity of those they 
hate. There is one reason and but 
one, why both saints and sinners so 
generally mistake the nature of their 
moral depravity. It is because a cor- 
rect view of its nature, is extremely 
mortifying and self-denying. It 
makes them feel that they are guilty, 
loathesome creatures, deserving no- 
thing but the abhorrence of God and 
all holy beings, and the endless punish- 





= 


, 
— 


> _—" " . ” 


















28 Iatroduction of the Millennium. 


ment of hell. This is too humiliating 
a view of themselves for human be- 
ings to bear. Sinners are always dis- 
pleased with such a representation of 
their moral depravity and hate every 
doctrine, every duty, and every being 
that confirms it. And professed chris- 
tians are generally displeased with 
such a representation of their moral 
imperfections. There are but a few 
who appear to be pleased with such a 
view of themselves, and to be disposed 
to abase themselves as low as their 
guilt places them. None are ever 
constantly pleased with such a view 
of themselves. But all real saints 
sometimes delight in such a_ view of 
themselves and cheerfully abase them- 
selves in view of their guilt. Job once 
answered the Lord and said, “behold 
Tam vile, wherefore I abhor myself 
and repent in dust and ashes.” Da- 
vid also “spake unto the Lord, when 
he saw the angel that smote the peo- 
ple, and said, Lo, I have sinned and 
done wickedly, but these sheep, what 
have they done? let thy hand I pray 
thee be against me and against my fa- 
ther’s house.” In another place he 
says, “I acknowledge my transgres- 


sion and my sin is ever before me. 


Against thee, thee only, have I sinned 
and done this evil in thy sight: that 
thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest and clear when thou judgest.”’ 
Paul had a correct view of the exceed- 
ing sinfulness of sin and the plague of 
his own heart which led him to cry 
out, “O wretched man that [ am; who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death!”’ But none can ever feel bur- 
dened with sin as Paul and David did, 
until they view every moral imperfec- 
tion as a transgression of the divine 


law. 
(To be concluded.) 


— IL pe 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
INTRODUCTION OF THE MILLENNIUM. 
No. Il. 

In a former essay, I referred my 
readers to several passages of scripture 
which show that the Millennium is to 
he introduced by the general destruc- 


tion, and not by the general conyers 
sion of the wicked; in particular, the 
second Psalm, the 63d of Isaiah, the 
19th of Revelation, and the 66th and 
24th of Isaiah. It appeared from 
the passages, that the heathen are to 
be given imto Christ’s hand, to be 
dashed in pieces like a potter’s vessel; 
that Christ is to make his glorious ap- 
pearance to his church, coming from 
Edom with dyed garments from 
Bozrah, having trodden the wine- 
press of the wrath of Gods that the 
binding of Satan for a thousand years 
is immediately to follow the “supper of 
the great God,” at which the slain of 
the Lord are to be so many that all 
the fewls of heaven are to be filled 
with their flesh; that the earth is to be 
emptied of its inhabitans, and “few 
men left,” so few as to be “as the sha- 
king of an olive tree, and as the 
gleaning grapes when the vintage is 
done.” 

It is now, I believe, the prevailing 
opinion that the Jews are to return to 
the land of their fathers, and possess 
it agains and that this event is not far 
distant. Whether the great body of 
them are to be converted to christiani- 
ty before their return, or not till after- 
wards, is not so generally agreed. 
That they are to return, and possess 
their own land, is very explicitly de- 
clared in the prophecies. Ezekiel 36. 
‘Also, thou son of man, prophesy un- 
to the mountains of Israel, and say, 
Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word 
of the Lord: Thus saith the Lord God; 
Because the enemy hath said against 
you, Aha, even the ancient high places 
are ours in possession. Prophesy, 
therefore concerning the land of Israel, 
and say unto the mountains, and to 
the hills, to the rivers, and to the val- 
leys, Thus saith the Lord God, be- 
hold, | have spoken in my jealousy 
and in my fury, because ye have borne 
the shame of the heathen: Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God, I have lifted 
up mine hand, surely the heathen that 
are about you, they shall bear their 
shame. But ye, O mountains of Isra- 
el, ye shall shoot forth yuur branches, 
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nnd yield your fruit to my people of 
Israel; for they are at hand to come. 
For behold, [ am for you, and I will 
turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled 
and sown; and I will multiply men up- 
on you, all the house of Israel, even 
allof it; and the cities shall be inhab 
ited, and the wastes shall be builded. | 


For I will take you from among the 1 


heathen, and gather you out of all 
countries, and will bring you into your 
own land. And ye shall dwell in the 
land that [ gave to your fathers; and 
ye shall be my people, and I will be 
your God.” Ezek. 37, 21, 22: “Thus 
saith the Lord God, behold | will take 
the children of Israel from among the 
heathen, whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their ewn land: And | 
I will make them one nation in the | 
land upon the mountains of Israel; and | 
one king shall be king to them all; | 
and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at all.” 

Many other predictions like these are 
found in the prophets. But it isnot so 
much my design to dwell upon this 
point of the return of the people of Is- 
rael to possess the land of their fathers, 
which is generally admitted, and ex- 
pected to take place at no very remote 
period, as it is to call the attention of | 
the reader to another important event, 
which in the prophecies is intimately | 
connected with this, and is to take place | 
after their return and before the Millen- 
nium. It is the great confederacy which 
is to be fermed against them, by the 
enemies of God and of his people, and | 
which is to issue in the destruction of | 
those engaged in it, and to be accom. | 
panied by the general destruction of | 
such as are like them in other parts. | 
An account of it is contained in Ezekiel | 
38th and 39th chapters, and mention is 
made of it in other prophets. The 
ee scene is laid in the land of 

srael, and it is represented as a grand 
confederacy for the destruction of the 
Jews; but from other parts of scrip- 
ture we are led co expect it will be ac- 
‘companied by a general effort of the 
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enemies of God to destroy all his 
friends from off the earth, and that the 
issue will be the same in every part of 
the world that it is upon the mountains 
of Israel. 

It is thus spoken of in the 38th 
chapter of Ezekiel: “Son of man, set 
thy face against Gog, the land of Ma- 
gog, the chief prince of Meshech and 
‘Tubal, and prophesy against him, and 
say, Thus saith the Lord God; Be- 
hold, I am against thee, O Gog, the 
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. 
And J will turn thee back, and put 
hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring 
thee forth, and all thine army, horses 
and horsemen, all of them clothed with 
all sorts of armour, even a@ great com- 
pany with bucklers and shields, all of 
them handling swords: Persia, Ethio- 
pia, and Libya with them; all of them 
with shield and helmet: Gomer and all 
his bands; the house of ‘Togarmah of 
the north quarters, and all his bands: 
and many people with thee. Be thou 
prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, 
and all thy company that are assem- 
bled unto thee, and be thou a guard un- 
to them. After many days thou shalt 
be visited; in the latter years thou shalt 
come into the land that is brought back 
from the sword, and is gathered out of 
many people, against the mountains of 
Israel, which have been always waste; 
but it is brought forth out ofthe nations, 
and they shall dwell safely all of them. 
Thou shalt ascend and come like a 
storm, thou shait be like a cloud to co- 
ver the land, thou, and all thy bands, 
and many people with thee. Atd thou 
shalt come from thy place out of the 
north parts, thou, and many people 
with thee, all of them riding upon hor- 
ses, a great company, and a mighty 
army. Thus saith the Lord God, Art 
thou he of whom I have spoken in old 
time by my servants the prophets of Is- 
rael, which prophesied in those days 
many years that I would bring thee 
against them? And it shall come to 
pass at the same time when Gog shall 
come against the land of Israel, saith 
the Lord God, that my fury shall come 
up in my face. For in my jealousy 
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and in the fire ofmy wrath have I spo- 

ken, surely in that day there shall be a 

ro great shaking in the land of Isreal; so 
Hi that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls | 
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son of man, thus saith the Lord God, 
speak unto every feathered fowl, and 
to every beast of the field, assemble 
yourselves, and come; gather yours 


Hh of the heaven, and the beasts of the || selves on every side to my sacrifice 


. . . | 
field, and all creeping things that creep | 
upon the earth, and all the men that 


| 
are upon the face of the earth, shall 
shake at my presence, and the moun- || drink blood. 
tains shall be thrown down, and the | 


steep places shall fall, and every wall | 
shall fall to the ground. And [will call | 
for a sword against him throughout all | 
my mountains. saith the Lord God; ev- | 
ery man’s sword shall be against his | 


brother. And I will plead against | 


be LY ° ° © } 
ei and | will rain upon him, and upon | 
his bands, and upon the many people 
a | that are with him, an overflowing rain, 
and great hailstones, fire, and brim- 
| 


tu stone.” Chapter 39. Therefore, thou 
ids son of man, prophesy against Gog, 
i i and say, thus saith the Lord God, Be- | 
. - hold, I am against thee, O Gog, the | 


chief prince of Meshech and Tubal; | 
and { will turn thee back, and leave | 
i but the sixth part of thee, and will | 
ea a cause thee to come up from the north | 

parts, and will bring thee upon the | 

: mountains of Israel. Thou shalt fall | 
upon the mountains of Israel, thou and | 
all thy bands, and the people that is 
with thee: | will give thee unto the 
ravenous birds of every sort, and to the | 
beasts of the field to be devoured. | 
And J will send a fire on Magog, and | 
amon. them that dwell carelessly in 
the isles; and they shall know that I 
am Lord.” Their confederates 
at nome will share in their destruction. 
“Behold, it is come, and it is done, 
saith the Lord God; this is the day | 
whereof I have spoken. And they | 
that dwell in the cities of Israel shall 
go forth, and shall set on fire and 
i burn the weapons, both the shields and 
the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, | 
and the handstaves, and the = 
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and they shall burn them with fire se- 
14 ven years; so that they shall take no 
wood out of the field, neither cut down 
any out of the forests; for they shall | 
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him with pestilence and with blood: 


that I do sacrifice for you, even a 
great sacrifice upon the mountains 
of Israel, that ye may eat flesh and 
Ye shall eat the flesh of 
the mighty, and drink the blood of the 
princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, 
and of goats, of bullocks, all of them of 
fatlings of Bashan. And ye shall eat 
fat till ye be full, and drink blood till 
ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which 
I have sacrificed for you. ‘Thus shall 
ye be filled at my table with horses and 
chariots, with mighty men, and with 
all men of war, saith the Lord God.” 
All this shows that there is to be a 
great destruction of the enemies of God 
and of his people, in the land of Israel, 
after the return of the Jews, and be- 
‘fore the Millensium. The whole de- 
scription shows that vast multitudes 
are to be there destroyed. ‘The seve- 
ral nations enumerated as composing 
this confederacy, and the expressions, 
“thou, and all thy bands, and many 
people with thee—a great company, 
and a mighty army,” and the fact that 
the weapons which remain shall serve 
for fuel seven years, *so that they shall 
take no wood out of the field,’ all go 
to confirm this. And it is clearly in- 
t:mated that the destruction shall not 
be confined to those that go to this war, 
but shall extend to thuse who are with 
them in heart, in other parts of the 
world. ‘A!l the men that are upon 
the face of the earth” are to shake at 
the presence of the Lord; and Gad 
will also, at the same time, “send a fire 
on Magog, and among them that dwell 
carelessly in the isles.” The reader 
will observe the striking resemblance 
there is between the laiter pert of the 
above extract, and the description in 
the 19th of Revelation of the “supper 
of the great God.” Whether they 
both refer to the same event, and to the 
| 
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destruction of the wicked in the same 
plaice, or at two different places, or 


burn the weapons with fire. And thou, || throughout the world, it is evident that 
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poth are to receive their accomplish- ; but the Lord will be the hope of his 
ment about the commencement of- the |) people, and the strength of the chil- 
Millennium, and are to be introductory | dren of Israel. So shall ye know 
to it. It is to be observed also that |, that Lam the Lord your God dwel- 
this subject is one of which the proph- ling in Zion, my holy mountain. 
ets in general have spoken; and if we |) Then shall Jerusalem be holy, and 
look into them we shall find what they | there shall no strangers pass through 
say upon it’ A very few places only || her any more.” ‘The Millennium is 
ean be noticed at this time These | immediately to follow this great and 
do not indeed mention Gog and Magog | terrible destruction of “all nations.” 
by name; but they evidently describe || The 4th chapter of Micah de- 
the same event spoken of by Ezekiel. | scribes the Millennium, and its intro- 
The Gog and Magog of Revelation || duction by the gathering of many na- 
are a different people, and are to ap- || téons against the people of God, with 
pear at a diffvrent time, namely, at |; the expectation of triumphing in their 
the close of the Millennium; while | ruin, but who shall be beaten in pieces 
these appear and are destroyed, before || themselves like the sheaves in the 
its commencement. threshing floor, The Sth chapter 
{n the 3d chapter of Joel, we read, || continues the subject. The humilia- 
“For behold, in those days, and in that || tion of the Lord Jesus is brought into 
time, when [ shall bring again the cap- | view, and then his exaltation and tri- 
tivity of Judah and Jerusalem, | will |) umph over his enemies and those of 
also gather all nations, and will bring |, his people, and the chapter concludes 
them down into the valley of Jehosha- || with this declaration: “And I will 
| 





phat, and will plead with them there || execute vengeance in anger, and fury 
for my people and for my heritage Is- || upon the heathen, such as they have 
rael, whom they have scattered among || net heard.” 

the nations, and parted my land. Pro- In the 3d chapter of Zephaniah, 
claim ye this among the Gentiles; pre- || the same subject is thus spoken ef: 
pare war, wake up the mighty men,|| “I have cut off the nations: their 
let all the men of war draw near; let |} towers are desolate; I made their 
them comeup. Beat your plow shares || streets waste, that none passeth by: 
into swords, and your pruning hooks || their cities are destroyed, so that there 
into spears; let the weak say, [ am 

strong. Assemble yourselves, = 

come, all ye heathen, and gather your- 

selves together round about: Thither | 

cause thy mighty ones to come ven 


is no man, that there is none in- 
habitant. Therefore, wait ye upon 
me, saith the Lord, until the day 
that | rise up to the prey: for my 
. determination is to gather the nations, 
OQ Lord. Let the heathen be waken-|| that | may assemble the kingdoms, 
ed, and come up to the valley of Je- || to pour apon them mine indignation, 
hoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge || even all my fierce anger: for all the 
all the heathen round about. Put ye || earth shall be devoured with the fire 
in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: || of my jealousy. For then will I turn 
Come, get you down; for the press is || to the people a pure language, that 





) full, the fats overflow; for their wick- || they may all call upon the name of the 


edness is great. Multitudes, multi- || Lord, toserve him with one consent.” 
tudes in the valley of decision; for In the last chapters of Zechariah, 
the day of the Lord is near in the || some events connected with the return 
valley of decision. The sun and the|| of the Jews and the introduction of 
moon shall be darkened, and the stars || the Millennium, are spoken of in lan- 
Shall withdraw their shining. The|) guage which has been thought to im- 
Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and || ply, that the great body of the nation 
utter his voice from Jerusalem; and || shall return to their own land in am 
the heavens and the earth shall shake: || unconverted state; and that a part of 
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them shall be destroyed by their ene- 
mies, and the remnant then converted 
to God. Chapter 13: “And it shall 
come to pass, that in the land, saith 
the Lord, two parts therein shall be 
cut off and die: but the third shall be 
left therein. And I[ will bring the 
third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and 
will try them as gold is tried: they 
shall call on my name, and [ will 
hear them: I will say, it is my people; 
and they shall say, the Lord is my 
God.” Chapter 14: “Behold, the 
day of the Lord cometh, and thy 
spoil shall be divided in the midst of 
thee. For I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle; and the 
city shall be taken, and the houses 
rifled, and the women ravished; and 
half of the city shall go forth into 
captivity, and the residue of the peo- 
ple shall not be cut off from the city. 
Then shall the Lord go forth, and 
fight against those nations, as when 
he fought in the day of battle. And 
this shall be the plague wherewith the 
Lord will smite all the people that 
have fought against Jerusalem: their 
flesh shall consume away while they 
stand upon their feet, and their eyes 
shall consume away in their holes, 
and their tongue shall consume away 
in their mouth. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that a great tumult 
from the Lord shall be among them; 
and they: shall lay hold every one on 
the hand of his neighbor, and _ his 
hand shall rise up against the hand of 
his neighbor.” Ezekiel had said, 
“Every man’s sword shall be against 
his brother.” And this has been the 
method in which God has often de- 
stroyed the enemies of his people, of 
which instances may be seen in the 
histories of Gideon, Jonathan, and 
Jehoshaphat. From this passage in 
Zechariah, it appears that the ene- 
mies of the people of God are to 
have some partial success in this en- 
terprise, and are then to be destroyed 
in a terrible manner, by plagues from 
the Lord, and by the hands of each 
other. 


Paris, Union 


These are but a few selections from 
many prophecies which appear te 
describe the same great eveuts. And 
from these it appears, that there is to 
be, after the return of the Jews to the 
land of their fathers, and introductory 
to the Millennium, a great and terrible 
destruction of the enemies of God 
and his people, not only upon the 
mountains of Judah, but also in other 
parts of the world. “All nations— 
multitudes, multitudes—all the earth 
—such vengeance as they have not 
heard,” —-and , similar expressions, 
certainly denote the destruction of vast 
numbers; so that it shall be true, as 
declared by the prophet Isaiah, that 
“the earth shall be emptied of its in- 
habitents,” and there shall be “few 
men left.” 

If such is to be “the day of the 
Lord” that is approaching, how much 
does it concern every christian to look 
around him, and see what there is for 
him to do. What can be done to 
prepare the church for the day of 
trialP What can be done to pre- 
pare the rising generation for the 
‘“nerilous times” in which they may 
live, for the distressing events which 
they may be called to witness, and 
for the important and difficult part 
which they will have to perform? 
What can be done to secure our chil- 
dren against being carried away with 
the error of the wicked, and sharing 
in their destruction? Let every chris- 
tian be awake, and mark the signs of 
the times. G. G. 
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